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Copy of Correspondence in the Year 1895 between the Irish Government 
and the Commissioners of National Education for Ireland , with Extracts 
from Minutes of the Proceedings of the Commissioners, in relation to 
certain proposed Changes in the Rules under which Grants are made by 
Parliament for Elementary Education in Ireland. 


Minutes of Proceedings of Board at Special Meeting, on Monday, the 25th 
February 1895. 

Commissioners present : — 

Edmund G. Dease, Esq., d.l., Chair- 
man. 

Right Hon. Lord Justice FitzGibbon. 

Right Hon. C. T. Redington, d.l., 

Resident Commissioner. 

W. Homan Newell, Esq., c.b., j.p 
J. Malcolm Iriglis, Esq., j.p. 

Sir Percy R. Grace, Bart., d.l. 

James Mo i ell, Esq. 

George F. FitzGerald, Esq , f.t.c.d., 
f.r.s. 

Rev. John W. Stubbs, d.d., s. f.t.c.d. 

Sir Henry Bellingham, Bart., d.l. 

J. C. Taylor, Secretary in attendance. 

Minute of the Board of the 12th February 1895, directing this special meet- 
ing to be convened, having been read, secretary submits letter from Lord 
Morris, as follows : — 

Gentlemen, 26, Grosvenor-place, S W., 24 February 1895. 

I regret my health does not permit my crossing to Ireland to attend the 
special meeting of the 25th instant called to consider the letter of the Chief 
Secretary. 1 have read the resolution of which the Lord Chief Baron has 
given notice, and I desire to express my concurrence with ir. A quarter of a 
century has elapsed since, as a member of the Powis Commission, 1 joined in 
their report recommending a similar principle. 

Faithfully, &c. 

Read; (signed) Morns. 

Submitted also telegram from Mr. J. E. Sheridan, stating his inability to 
attend owing to illness. 

Read. 

Submitted resolution of Waterford Corporation expressing the hope that the 
Christian Brothers should get a share of the monies annually granted by Par- 
liament for primary education in Ireland. 

Read. 

Submitted letters to the Commissioners from the Rev. E. M'Kenna, p.p., v.f.» 
in reference to the same subject. 

Read. 

Various returns relating to the 1 18 places to which the Compulsory Attend- 
ance Clauses of the Act apply. 

Submitted. 


3M- 
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Right Hon. C. Pallet, Lord Chief 
Baron. 

Rev. Henry Evans, d.d. 

! Sir Rowland Bleunerhassett, Bart., d.l. 

I His Honour Judge Shaw. 

! Rev. Hamilton B. Wilson, d.d. 

His Grace the Most Rev. W. J. Walsh, 
d.d., Archbishop of Dublin. 

His Grace the Right Hon. and Most 
Rev. Lord Plunket, Archbishop of 
Dublin. 

Stanley Harrington, Esq., j.p. 
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Submitted letter from the Right Hon. John Morley, m.p., as follows: — 

House of Commons, 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 5 February 1895. 

The time has now come when the Government is in a position to review the 
working of the important Act on Irish Education, which whs passed in 1892, 
and came into operation on 1st Januaty 1894. 

That Act affected 118 places. In 29 of these places, no school attendance 
committees have been appointed. Of the 89 places in which such committees 
have been appointed, in 53 only have attendance officers been appointed also. 
Finally, in 18 of them difficulties as to funds have been found to exist, and the 
operation of the Act has been thereby to a very considerable extent impeded. 

The Government cannot but regard these results as falling seriously short of 
the intentions of Parliament in 1892. 

This comparative failure is due partly to accidental defects and oversights iu 
the Act, partly to the refusal of local authorities in upwards of 20 places to put 
the Act into operation so long as certain classes of schools are excluded from 
participation in the grants. Unless the declared policy of Parliament in 
respect of compulsory school attendance in Ireland is to be frustrated, it will 
be necessary to deal with both these causes of failure. 

It will he my duty again to introduce into Parliament a Bill for amending the 
oversights in the Act of 1892, to which I have referred. 

It would seem to fall immediately within the province of the National Board 
to assist in devising a remedy under the second of the two heads of failure. I 
am directed, therefore, respectfully to invite you to consider the expediency of 
making such alterations in the rules of the Board as would admit of the exten- 
sion of State aid to schools which may be recognised as efficient for the purposes 
of the Education Act of 1892, in proportion to the amount of elementary 
secular instruction provided by them in localities affected by that Act, in which 
the Commissioners shall be satisfied that adequate provision exists for the ele- 
mentary instruction of pupils of the several religious denominations, either iu 
National Schools, or else in schools managed by the same religious denomina- 
tion as the pupils. 

The question is whether the Act of 1892 is to become in many parts of 
Ireland a uead letter. His Excellency believes that the knowledge and expe- 
rience <>f the Board will be able to contribute suggestions of the greatest value, 
and those suggestions he hopes that he may receive so soon as the Board may 
have given their further and deliberate consideration to this important subject. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) John Morley. 


Submitted suggestions received from individual Commissioners in refereuce 
to the letter of the Chief Secretary : — 

(1.) — From John E. Sheridan , Esq. 

Gentlemen, Carlingford, Co. Louth, 14 February 1895. 

I bequest you will have the goodness to submit to the Commissioners at their 
next meeting the accompanying notice of motion. 

I w ould respectfully suggest that a copy of my proposal should be forwarded 
confidentially to each Commissioner before the 25th instant. 

I am, &c. 

The Secretaries, Education Office. (signed) John E. Sheridan. 


I beg to give notice that on the 25th instant, in connection with Mr. Morley’s 
letter, I shall, subject to the approval of the Commissioners, submit fer their 
consideration the changes in the rules specified in the accompanying paper, 
which changes, I am convinced, would satisfy all the exigencies of the case, 
without infringing any fundamental rule, or involving any unreasonable 
modification of the customary practice of the administration of the system. 

14 February 1895. ^signed) John E. Sheridan. 

« No 
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“No emblems or symbols of a denominational nature shall be exhibited in Rule 72 . 

“the school-room during the hours of united instruction; nor will the 

Commissioners in future grant aid to any school which exhibits on the 
“ exterior of the buildings any such emblems.” 

[iY.iJ. — This rule is to be understood as applying only to Mixed National Proposed note to 
Schools (i.e., schools attended by both Protestant and Catholic children), as th,s rul€ • 
it is only in such schools that “ united instruction ” can take place.] 

(a.) Unmixed National Schools which have been attended for three con- Rule 72 a. 
seeutive years by children of the same religious denomination may. on the Proposed new 
application of the managers, be recognised as exempt from the operation of ruIe ' 

Rule 72 so long as thug continue to be bond -fide Unmixed Schools. 

(b.) In sucli schools the Commissioners will not object to the use of text- 
books other than those specified in the. Official List, provided (1) they consider 
them suirable for primary instruction, and (2) they do not contain matter 
calculated to foment religious or political animosity. 

Should any National School recognised under this rule become a bond fide ** ule 72 *- 
Mixed School for at least 12 consecutive months, by reason of parents of a P^P 0661 * ne ' v 
different religious denomination from that of ike ordinary pupils being obliged 
to send their children thereto for the purpose of receiving efficient secular 
instruction, which they could not obtain elsewhere in the locality, the Commis- 
sioners may, on the application of such parents or any of them, supplemented 
by a report from their head or district inspector, require the manager to 
organise and conduct the school in accordance with the rules applicable to 
Mixed National Schools. 

(a.) Applicant schools which have been unmixed for the three years Rule 72 c. 
preceding application for aid, or since their establishment, may be taken into Proposed ne " F 
connection under the provisions of the above rules. 

(b.) Should any such applicant school be conducted by a religious order of 
men, the Commissioners may, if they deem fit, grant aid according t.o either of 
the modes specified in Rule 1/4. 

Should the Commissioners approve of the above proposed changes, I would 
then further suggest that Rules 79, 80, and 87 should each commence with 
the words “ In Mixed National Schools.” 

(signed) John E. Sheridan. 


(2.) — From Rev. Hamilton B. Wilson, d.d. 


Notice of Motion for 25 February 1895. 

I hereby give notice that on Monday, the 25th February, I will move that 
the following shall be the answer from the Board to the letter, dated 
5th February, of the Right Non. John Morley, m.p., Chief Secretary for 
Ireland : — 

“ Sir, 

“ The Commissioners of National Education, in reply to your letter of 
5th February, regret that they are unable, consistently with the principles of 
the system which they have been appointed to administer, to make such 
alterations in their rules as would admit of the extension of State aid to 
denominational schools 

“ The schools of the Church Education Society and of the Christian Brothers 
are conducted on strictly denominational lines, combining with secular educa- 
tion the propagation of’ the faith peculiar to their respective churches. The 
national system was established to afford literary and moral instruction to all 
classes, irrespective of creed and under conditions that safeguard the religious 
opinions of the children, while ample facilities — at a different hour from the 
time set apart for ordinary school-work— are granted to each church to provide- 
religious instruction separately for its own children. 

3*4- A 3 “ The 
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“The Commissioners fail to discover any means by which these three 
systems — each continuing to retain its own distinctive principle — can be 
brought to coalesce. 

“ The system of united secular education has steadily grown in public 
favour, and is now practically accept' d by the nation. The school systems 
that stand apart from it represent but small fractions of the school population 
— the numbers on its school-rolls at 31st December 1893 were 1,032.287— 
and considerable additions to those numbers were made, in 1894, at those 
centres where the Compulsory Education Act was in force, while it is estimated 
that the children at the Primary Christian Brothers’ Schools do not exceed 
two per cent, of the numbers at the National Schools, while those at the 
Church Education Schools are less than one per cent. 

“These figures prove that the national system has become a conspicuous 
success, the population of Ireland being little more than 4,600,000. 

“ You wrote with special reference to the admission of the Christian 
Brothers’ Schools to State aid. A gentleman connected with the Powis 
Commission who visited these schools writes of them in these terms : — 

“ ‘ The emblems and figures hanging on the walls, the flowers adorning 
the teacher’s pulpit, the religious profession and dress of the teachers 
themselves, the observances required ot the boys, as, for example, the 
making of the Sign of the Cross every time as the clock struck, and 
the frequent repetition aloud of the Hail Marv bv the boys of the junior 
class, and its inward repetition by the senior boys (an observance even 
more marked from the silence and the sudden pause in all the ordinary 
work that attend it) ; all these separated the schools from ordinary schools 
and made them peculiarly and essentially Homan Catholic.’ 

‘ In scho Is thus condition'd a conscience clause to protect Protestant 
children would be inoperative and delu.-ive; and in districts where no schools 
but these existed, the protection of minorities would be impracticable. To 
incorporate them with the national system of education would discredit it in 
the estimate of the nation, weaken its powers, and mar its usefulness. 

“The Commissioners regret that. the. Education Act, 1892, lias not been put 
in force in many of the centres to which its provisions are applicable; but the 
true remedy is, not to revolutionise the educational institutions of the country, 
replacing an undenominational system, which is doing splendid work, by 
systems that arc denominational and intensely sectarian, but to erect National 
Schools where the accommodation is inadequate and remodel the Act of 1892 
so as to make it in reality, as in name, a Compulsory Education Act — 
compulsory on the local authority in each locality as well as on the parents and 
children.” 

Cooks town, 18 February 1895. (signed) H. B. fVilson. 


(3.) — From Judge Shaic, 

I beg to give notice that on Monday, the 25th instant, before the 
Commissioners proceed to consider anv of the alterations proposed in their 
rules in pursuance of the suggestion in the Chief Secretary’s letter of the 
5th instant, 1 will move as follows : — 

J. The Commissioners understand, from the letter of the Chief Secretary of 
5th February 1895, that they are invited to offer suggestions as to the mode 
of extending State aid to elementary schools in Ireland which do not comply 
with the regulations of the Commissioners as to religious instruction. 

2. The Commissioners would point out that the difficulty as to which the 
Chief Secretary requires their assistance arises out of the rerms of the 
1 8tli Section of the Irish Education Act, 1892. which confines the benefit of 
the School Grant to “ elementary schools conducted in accordance with the 
regulations of the Commissioners.” 

3. The Commissioners would respectfully suggest that if the Government 
desire to extend State aid to elementary schools iu Ireland which are not 
“ conducted in accordance with the regulations of the Commissioners,” that 
would be more properly done, not by an alteration in the rules of the 

Commissioners, 
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Commissioners, but by »i section in the Amending Act, which the Chief 
Secretary states it is his intention to introduce during the present Session of 
Parliament. 

4. The Commissioners would point out that such a section could be drawn so as 
directly and specifically to effect the object which the Chief Secretary desires to 
attain, without introducing needless and injurious changes into the system which 
the Commissioners have hitherto administered with such satisfactory results ; 
whereas any alterations which the Commissioners could make in their rules so 
as to effect the result desired by the Chief Secretary would be wholly subversive 
of the distinctive principles upon which the national system of education has 
been hitherto conducted, would render a large class of schools which at present 
conform to the system strictly and exclusively denominational, and would 
destroy what has always been regarded as the distinctive feature of the system, 
and has been repeatedly declared by our predecessors to be “ fundamental and 
unalterable,” that every school is freely open to every child seeking instruction 
within it without danger to any form of religious faith. 

(signed) James J. Shaw. 


(4.) — From The Right Hon. C. Palles , Lord Chief Baron. 

At the meeting of the Board on Monday, the 25th instant, I shall move the 
following Resolution : — 

20 February 1895. (signed) C. Palles. 

Resolution— (1.) Wo have carefully considered the letter of the 5th instant, 
l»y which the Chief Secretary to his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant invites us 
to consider the expediency of making such alterations in our rules as will 
admit of the extension of State aid to schools “which may he recognised as 
efficient for the purposes of the Education Act of 1892,” in proportion to the 
amount of elementary secular instruction provided by them “ in localities 
affected by that Act in which" we shall be satisfied that “ adequate provision 
exists for the elementary instruction of pupils of the several religious 
denominations , either in national schools or else in schools managed by the 
same religious denomination as the pupils and requesting our suggestions in 
reference thereto. 

We under-iand the schools referred to, to be those in which all the pupils are 
of the same religious denomination. 

So understanding the matter for consideration, we are of opinion that it is 
expedient, that an alteration should be made in our rules which should have the 
effect of extending State aid to such schools. 

The alteration which we suggest with this object is the application to such, 
schools of the principle of the 44th recomme ndation of the Royal Commission 
upon Primary Education in Ireland, of which Earl Powis was the Chairman, by 
empowering the Board lo provide (in the mode prescribed by the 45th recom- 
mendation) that such schools shall not be subject to any regulation as to 
religion, save a conscience clause, such as that contained in the Intermediate 
Education Act of 1878. 

Such a provision appears to us necessarily to involve that the schools to be 
admitted sue not to be attended by pupils of different religious denominations, 
otherwise the whole system of management would be exposed to change ; and 
the application of the proposed principle might be interrupted, against the wish 
of the managers, by demands of parents for admission of children, for whose 
education the proposal assumes that adequate and (from a religious point of 
view) more appropriate provision exists in other schools. 

If his Excellency approves of this principle, the details of the alterations of 
our rules, bv which it is to be introduced, will require careful consideration. 
Upon being apprised of such approval «e shall enter upon their preparation, 
and shall, before their adopt-on, furnish a draft of them to his Excellency. At 
present we deem such action premature. 

(2.) That a letter to the effect of the foregoing Resolution be sent to the 
Chief Secretary, together with a copy of the Minutes of this day’s meeting. 


324 - A 4 
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(3.) — From Rev. Ilenri/ Evans, d.u. 

The Commissioners of National Education, haritur had under consideration 
the letter of the Right Honourable John M or lev, “inviting: tliein to consider 
the expediency of making such alterations in the rules of the Board as would 
admit of the extension of State aid to schools which may be recognised as 
efficient for the purposes of the Education Act of 1892,” would respectfully 
submit to his Excellency — 

That, whilst they arc prepared to welcome with satisfaction any appropriate 
recognition of the educational work done by organisations outside, the 
Commissioners of National Education f<-el unable to persuade themselves that 
it is within their competence, in the capacity of a National Board, charged with 
the administration of a national and undenominational system, to alter in a 
denominational direction the rules which, under their charter, have hitherto 
been regarded as fundamental to the integrity of that system. 

The Commissioners would further submit that such measures as may be 
necessary for “ the extension of State aid to schools” of the kind described in 
the Chief Secretary’s letter, would be more satisfactorily secured by Statute than 
through the medium of this National Board, and as a Bill to amend the Act 
of 1892 is to be promoted in Parliament during: the present Session, they would 
respectfully suggest, that provisions for carrying out the objects contemplated 
by the Chief Secretary should be made in that Bill both as regards funds and 
administration. 

(signed) Henri/ Evans. 


The Commissioners proceed to consider the suggestions embodied in the 
Notices of Motion. 

In view of the terms of Judge Shaw’s Notice the Chairmau rules that his 
Motion be taken first in order. 

Judge Shaw having moved his Motion (3), as above, on a division the 
Commissioners vote as follows : -- 


For the Motion. 


William Homan Newell, Esq., c.b, j.p. 
J. Malcolm Inglis, Esq., j.p. 

James Morel 1, Esq. 

George F. FitzGerald, Esq., f.t.c.d., 
f.r.s. 


Reverend Henry Evans, d.d. 

His Honour Judge Shaw. 

Reverend Hamilton B. Wilson, d.d. 


.Against the .Motion. 


Edmund G. Dease, Esq., d.l. 

Right Hon. Lord Justice Fitzgibbon. 
Right Hon. C. T. Redingtou, d.l. 

Sir Percy R. Grace, Bart., d.l. 
Reverend John W. Stubbs, d.d., 
s. f.t.c.d. 

Sir Henry Bellingham, Bart., d.l. 
iRight Hon. Christopher Palles, Lord 
Chief Baron. 


Sir Rowland Blennerhassett, Bart., d.l. 
His Grace the Most Rev.W. J. Walsh, 
d.d., Archbishop of Dublin. 

His Grace the Right Hon, and Most 
Rev. Lord Plunket, Archbishop of 
Dublin. 

Stanley Harrington, Esq., j.p 


The Motion was accordingly lost. 
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Hev. Dr. Wiison then moves his Motion (2), as above, and on a division the 
Commissioners vote as follows: — 


For the Motion. 

William Homan Newell, Esq., c.b., j.p. ; His Honour Judge Shaw. 

J Malcolm Inglis, Esq., j.i». , Rev. Hamilton B. Wilson, d.d 

James Morell, Esq. 

(5.) 


Against the Motion. 


Edmund G. Dense, Esq., d.l. 

Bight Hon. Lord Justice FitzGibbon. 
Right lion. ('. T. ltedington, d.l. 

Sir Ben v R. Grace, Bart., d.l. 

George F. FitzGerald, Esq., f.t.c.d., 
f.r.s. 

Rev. John W. Stubbs, d.d., s.f.t c.d. 
Sir Henry Bellingham, Bart., d.l. 


Right Hon. Christopher Palles, Lord 
Chief Baron. 

Sir Rowland Blennerliasseit. Bart., d.l. 
His Grace the Most Rev. W. J. Walsh, 
d.d.. Archbishop of Dublin. 

His Grace the Right lion, and Most 
Rev. Lord Plunket, ArchbMiop of 
Dublin. 

Stanley Harrington, Esq.,j.p. 


( 12 .) 


The Motion was accordingly lost. 
(The Rev. Dr. Evans declined to vote.) 


Rev. Dr. Evans did not move the adoption of his proposal (5), as above, as 
it was practically the same as that moved by Judge Shaw (3). 


The Lord Chief Baron moves his Motion (4), as above, whereupon Lord 
Justice FitzGibbon moves that the Motion be amended as follows : — 

Resolution (1.) — We have carefully considered the letter of the 5th instant, 
by which the Chief Secretary to his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant invites us 
to consider the expediency of making such alterations in our rules as will admit 
of the extension of State aid to schools, " which may be recognised as efficient 
for ihe purposes of the Education Act of 1892,” in proportion to the amount of 
elementary secular instruction provided by them “in localities affected by that 
Act in which ” we shall be satisfied that “ adequate provision exists for the 
elementary instruction of pupils of the several religious denominations, either 
in national school^ or else in schools managed by the same religious denomina- 
tion as the pupils,” and requesting our suggestions in reference thereto. 

The duty which this letter invites us to undertake is to consider the 
expediency of making alterations in our rules and to offer suggestions, with a 
defined object. We are not asked, at this stage, to prepare rules, nor is it 
necessary for us at present, to con.-ider details. 

We understand that the proposed extension is to lie limited to those localities 
in which schools exist- of whose efficiency we can officially satisfy ourselves, mid 
to which parents cannot reasonably (in the language, of the Act, “ object on 
religious grouuds, to send their children.” We apprehend that these must be 
either national schools, or schools whose managers are willing to accept State 
aid under the new regulations ; and which provide “ suitable elementary 
education” upon terms similar as to' expense, to those offered by ordinary 
national schools. 

We further understand that State aid may be given under the new regula- 
tions, in localities to which the Act applies, to schools in which the pupils 
are either all Protestants or all Roman Catholics. Whenever this is the 
case, the ex i* ting rules as to religious instruction are unnecessarily stringent, 
but we think that any terms of relaxation which may now be adopted, should 
be such as to bring the intended aid fairly within reach of all schools, 
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whether Protestant or Roman Catholic, which I ave been hitherto excluded from 
participation, on conscientious grounds, but which would otherwise have been 
entitled to aid from the Board. 

With these limitations, and so understanding the matter for consideration, 
we are of opinion that it is expedient that alterations should be made in 
our rules which would enable us to aid such schools in respect of the 
elementary secular education provided by them, where we are satisfied that 
this can be done with safety and advantage. 

The alteration which we suggest with this object is the application to such 
schools of the principle of the 44th recommendation of the Royal Commission 
upon Primary Education in Ireland, of which Earl Powis was the Chairman, bv 
empowering the Board to provide (in the mode prescribed by the 45th recom- 
mendation), that, such schools shall not be subject to any regulation as to 
religion, save a conscience clause, such as that contained in the Intermediate 
Education Act of 1878, which might be required, even in schools exclusively 
attended either by Roman Catholic or by Protestant children. 

Such a provision appears to us necessarily to involve that the managers of 
the school to be a< I milted should not be at liberty to receive pupils of different 
religious denominations, unless the school is made subject to the stricter con- 
ditions as to religious teaching which would in that case become necessary. 
Otherwise, the whole system of management would be exposed to change and 
the application of the proposed principle might be interrupted by demands of 
parents for admission of children, for whose education the proposal assumes 
that adequate and (from a religious point of view), more appropriate provision 
exists in other schools. 

If his Excellency approves of this principle, the details of the alterations of 
our rules, by which it is to be introduced, will require careful consideration. 
Upon being apprised of such approval we shall enter upon their preparation ; 
but we think that we ought not to adopt any new rules, based upon the Chief 
Secretary’s letter, until we have furnished a draft of tlum to him, and have 
received an intimation of his Excellency’s assent thereto. 

(2.) That a lettpr to the effect of the foregoing resolution be sent to the 
Chief Secretary, together wiih a copy of the minutes of this day’s meeting. 


Mr. Redington moves that in view of the lateness of the. hour, and the 
impoitance of further detailed consideration of the amended motion, especially 
in regard to the doubtful proposal to exclude children from any public elemen- 
tary schools, the meeting adjourn till to-morrow. 

On a division the Commissioners vote as follows : — 


For the Adjournment. 


Right Hon. C. T. Redington, d.l. 
William Homan Newell, Esq., c.b., j.p. 
J. Malcolm Inglis, Esq., j.p. 

James Morel), Esq. 


George F. FitzGerald, Esq., f.t.c.d., 
f.r.s. 

Rev. Henry Evans, d.d. 

His Honour Judge Shaw. 

Rev. Hamilton B. Wilson, d.d. 


( 8 -) 


Against the Adjournment. 


Edmund G. Dease, Esq , d.l. 

Right Hon. Lord Justice FitzGibbou. 
Sir Percy R. Grace, Bari., d.l. 

Rev. John W. Stubbs, d.d., s.f.t.c.d. 
Sir Henry Bellingham, Bart., d.l. , 
Right Hod. Christopher Palles, hprd 
y . (L hief Baron. . . ;j 


Sir Rowland Blennerhassett, Bart., d.l. 
His Grace the Most Rev. W. J. Walsh, 
d.d., Archbishop of Dublin. 

His Grace the Right Hon. and Most 
Rev. Rord RlunJjet, Archbishop of 
Dublin. , , 

Stanley Harrington, Esq., j.p. 


( 10 .) 


The Motion was accordingly lost. 


A divi>i"n 
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A division being then taken on the amendment of Lord Justice FitzGibbon, 
the Commissioners vote ns follows : — 


For the Amendment. 


Edmund G. Dense, Esq., d.l. 

Right Hon. Lord Justice FitzGibbon. 
Sir Percy R. Grace, Bart., d.l. 

George F. FitzGerald, Esq., f.t.c.d.. 
f.r.s. 

Rev. Jolm W. Stubbs, d.d., s. f.t.c.d. 
Sir Henry Bellingham, Bart., d.l. 
Right Hon. Christopher Palles, Lord 
Chief Baron. 


Sir Rowland Blennerhassett, Bart., d.l. 
His Grace the Most Rev. W. J. Walsh, 
d.d., Archbishop of Dublin. 

His Grace the Right Hon. and Most 
Rev. Lord Plunket, Archbishop of 
Dublin. 

Stanley Harrington, Esq., j.p. 


(ii.) 


Against the Amendment. 

Right Hon. C. T. Redington, d.l. Rev. Henry Evans, d.d. 

J. Malcolm Inglis, Esq., j.p. His Honour Judge Shaw. 

Janies Morell, Esq. I Rev. Hamilton B. Wilson, d.d. 

( 6 .) 

The Amendment, was accordingly carried. 

(Doctor Newell declined to vote.) 


The. Motion of the Lord Chief Baron, as amended in accordance with the 
Motion of Lord Justice FitzGibbon, is then put from the Chair. On a division 
the Commissioners vote as follows : — 


For the Motion as Amended. 


Edmund G. Dense, Esq., d.l. 

Right. Hon. Lord Justice FitzGibbon. 
Sir Percy R. Grace, Bart, d.l. 

Rev. John W. Stubbs, d.d., s.k.t.c.d. 
Sir Henry Bellingham, Bart., d.l. 
Right Hon. Christopher Palles, Lord 
Chief Baron. 


Sir Rowland Blennerhassett, Bart., d.l. 
His Grace the Most Rev. W. J. Walsh, 
d.d., Arehbishop of Dublin. 

His G.ace the Right Hon. and Most 
Rev. Lord Plunket, Archbishop of 
Dublin. 

Stanley Harrington, Esq., j.p. 


( 10 .) 


Against the Motion as Amended. 


Right Hon. C. T. Redington, d.l. 
Wdliain Homan Newell, Esq., c.b., j.] 
J. Malcolm lngli', Esq., j.p. 

James Morell, Esq. 


George F. FitzGerald, Esq., f.t.c.d., 
f.r.s. 

Rev. Henry Evans, d.d. 

His Honour Judge Shaw. 

Rev. Hamilton B. Wilson, d.d. 


( 8 .) 


The amended Resolution is accordingly adopted. (See page 9). 


3 -'4- 
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Appendix. 


Powis Commission Recommendations. — As referred to in the Resolution 
of the Lord Chief Baron. ( See page /)- 

42 . That in places where there is only one school, religious instruction shall 
be confined to fixed hours. 

( а ) No child registered as a Protestanc shall he present when religious 

instruction is given by a Roman Catholic. 

No child registered as a Roman Catholic shall be present when 
religious instruction is given by a person who is not a Roman 
Catholic. 

(б) No child shall he allowed to join in, or to be present at any religious 

observances to which the child’s parents or guardians may object. 


44. That when there have been in operation in any school district, or within 
any city or town, for three years, two or more schools, of which one is under 
Protestant and one under Roman Catholic management, having an average 
attendance of nor le?s than 25 children, the National Board may, upon 
application from the patron or manager, adopt any such school and award aid 
without requiring any regulation as to religion other than the following : — 

I. Such schools, recognised as separate schools for a particular religious 

denomination, shall be subject to the prohibitions (a) and (b) of 42. 

II. The recognition shall be terminable upon a twelve months’ notice. 

45. That applications from schools to be placed on the list of denominational 
schools, aided by the National Board, shall be considered at a meeting of the 
Board at which the major [.art of the t ommissioners shall be present ; and 
when the applications are approved they shall be scheduled and laid before 
both Houses of Parliament, as it. is proposed should be done in the case ot 
change of rules. 
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Minutes of Proceedings of Board at Special Meeting on Wednesday, 
the I /tli Apiil 1895. 


Commissioners present : — 


Right Hon. Lord Morris, Chairman 
Edmund I)ease, Esq., d.l. 

Right Hon. Lord Justice FitzGibbon. 
Sir Percy R. Grace, Bart., d.l. 

James Morell, Esq. 

George F. FitzGerald, Esq., f.t.c.d., 
f.r.s. 

Rev. John W. Stubbs, d.d., s. f.t.c.d. 
Sir Henry Bellingham, Bart., d.l. 
Right Hon. C.Palles, Lord Chief Baron. 
Rev. Henry Evans, d.d. 


Sir Rowland Blennerhassett, Bart., d.l. 
His Honour Judge Shaw. 

Rev. Hamilton B. Wilson, d.d. 

His Grace Most Rev. W. J. W alsh, d.d., 
Archbishop of Dublin. 

His Grace Most Rev. and Right Hon. 

Lord Plunket, Archbishop of Dublin. 
W. R. Molloy, Esq. 

Right Hon. C. T. Redingtun, d.l., Re- 
sident Commissioner. 


J. C. Taylor , Secretary in attendance. 


Submitted letter of 2nd March 1895, from Right Lion. John Morlev, m.p., viz. : — 
“My Lords and Gentlemen, — The Irish Office, 2 March 1895. 

“ I have to acknowledge the receipt of a copy of the Minutes of your pro- 
ceedings on the 25th of February, and the accompanying resolution which was 
passed in reply to the communication addressed by me to the Board on 
February 5rh. 

While not unprepared to accept the principle of the recommendations of 
the Powis Commission as a guide to a solution of the question in the localities 
within the Act of 1892, provided that the proposed rules appeared to secure 
the ‘ safety and advantage ’ anticipated by the Board, I find it impossible to 
form a definite judgment, until the whole code of th--se rules has been framed, 
and has been carefully considered. I have therefore to request that the Board 
will lie good enough to proceed to prepare a draft of these rules, setting out the 
details of the terms, limitations, and conditions upon which they would recom- 
mend the extension of State aid in the cases now in view. The Government 
will then be able to examine the proposal with precise knowledge of its bearings, 
scope, and practical effects. Befuie its final adoption, the Government have 
undertaken to give Parliament an opporiuuity of discussing the propositi, alike 
in principle and in detail. It will then be for His Excellency the Lord Lieu- 
tenant to determine whether he can sanction the new rules. 

“ I am, &.c. 

(signed) “ John Morley." 


Submitted Resolution of the Board of 12th March 1895, in reference to the 
appointment of a Committee of the Board to take action ou the subject of the 
reply of 2nd instant from the Right Hon. J. Morley, Chief Secretary for 
Ireland, to the Resolution adopted at the Special Meeting of the Board on 
Monday, 25th February. 

[The Resolution was as follows : — 

“Mr. Deaae moves — 

“ That a Committee be appointed to prepare Draft Rules in accordance with 
the Board’s Resolution of the 25th ultimo to be furnished to the Commissioners 
when completed, and to be considered at a Special Meeting of the Board to be 
summoned for the purpose. 

‘ That the Committee consist of : — 

“ Lord Justice FitzGibbon ; I “ Judge Shaw ; 

“ Chief Baron Palles ; | “ The Resident Commissioner. 

“ Judge Shaw declines to act on this Committee. 

“ Mr. Dease’s Motion is adopted, omitting Judge Shaw’s name.”] 


• 324. b 3 The 
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The Commissioners proceed to consider the Report of the Committee 
appointed on the 12th ultimo to prepare Draft Rules in accordance with the 
Board’s Resolution of the 25th February 1895. Report is appended. 

Reverend Doctor Wilson moves an amendment to the Preamble to the Rules 
drawn up by the Committee, viz. : — 

“That the Preamble be limited to schools which are excluded from partici- 
pation in the public grants.” 


The Commissioners divide on the proposed amendment, and vote as 
follows : — 


For the Amendment. 
James Morell. Esq. 

Rev. Dr. Evans. 

Judge Shaw. 

Rev. Dr. Wilson. 


Against the Amendment. 
Lord Morris. 

Edmund Dense, Esq. 

Lord Justice FitzGibbon. 

Right Hon. C. T. Redington, 

Sir Percy Grace. 

G. F. FitzGerald, Esq. 

Rev. Dr. Stubbs. 

Sir Henry Bellingham. 

The Lord Chief Banon. 

Sir Rowland Blennerhassett. 
His Grace Archbishop Walsh. 
His Grace Archbishop Plunket. 
W. R. Molloy, Esq. 

13. 


The Amendment having been Lost, Mr. Dease moves that the Preamble be 
adopted. 


On a division the Commissioners vote as follows : — 


For the Motion. 

Lord Morris. 

Edmund Dease, Esq. 

Lord Justice FitzGibbon. 

Right Hon. C. T. Redington. 
Sir Percy Grace. 

G. F. FitzGerald, Esq. 

Rev. Dr. Stubbs. 

Sir Henry Bellingham. 

The Lord Chief Baron. 

Sir Rowland Blennerhassett. 
His Grace Archbishop Walsh. 
His Grace Archbishop Plunket. 
W. R. Molloy, Esq. 

13 . 


Against the Motion. 
James Morell, Esq. 

Judge Shaw. 

Rev. Dr. Wilson 


Reverend Dr. Evans declines to vote. 


Mr. Dease then moves that Rule No. I. as proposed by the Committee be 
adopted. 

Ordered : that Rule No. I. be adopted. 

Rule JI. Clause (a) is next considered. 

Ordered : that Rule II. (a) be adopted. 

Rule II. Clause (b) considered. 

Judge Shaw move$ as an amendment to the clause that after the word 
“ operation ” in the clause the following words be inserted “As a separate 
school for a particular denom ina tion.” 

On 
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On a division the Commissioners vote as follows : — 


For Judge Shaw’s Amendment. 

James Morel I, Esq. 

Rev. Dr. Evans. 

Judge Shaw. 

Rev. Dr. Wilson. 


Against the Amendment. 

Lord Morris. ~- 
Edmund Dease, Esq. 

Lord Justice FitzGibbon. 

Right Hon. C. T. Redington. 

Sir Percy Grace. 

G. F. FitzGerald, Esq. 

Rev. Dr. Stubbs. 

Sir Henry Bellingham. 

The Lord Chief Baron. 

Sir Rowland Blennerhassett. 

His Grace Archbishop Walsh. 
His Grace Archbishop Plunket. 
W. R. Molloy, Esq. 

13. 


Judge Shaw’s amendment being lost, Clause ( b ) of Rule II. as drawn by the 
Committee is put by the Chairman. 

Ordered : That Rule II. (b) be adopted. 

Rule II., Clause (c) considered. 

Ordered : That Rule II. (c) be adopted. 

Ride III. considered. 

Ordered : That Rule III. be adopted. 

Rule IV. considered. 


Moved by the Right Hon. C. T. Redington — (1) That the portion of 
Section IV. commencing with the words “A school,” in the first line, and 
ending with the words “ Roman Catholics ” in the fourth line, be omitted, and 
the following words be substituted for them : — 

Every school recognised under these rules as a separate school for a 
particular religious denomination shall, nevertheless, be open to children of any 
other denomination, subject however, in case of admission, to the provisions of 
the Intermediate Conscience Clause as set forth below in Sub-section ( d ). 

(2) That Rule 76 in line 5 be omitted. 


The Commissioners divide on the proposed amendment, and vote as 
follows : — 


For Mr. Redington ’s Amendment, 

Right Hou. C. T. Redington. 

Rev. Dr. Evans. 

Judge Shaw. 

Rev. Dr. Wilson. 


Against the Amendment. 

Lord Morris. 

Edmund Dease, Esq. 

Lord Justice FitzGibbon. 

Sir P<rcy Grace. 

James Morell, Esq. 

G. F. FitzGerald, Esq. 

Rev. Dr. Stubbs. 

Sir Henry Bellingham. 

Lord Chief Baron. 

Sir Rowland Blennerhassett. 

His Grace Archbishop Walsh. 
His Grace Archbishop Plunket. 
W. R. Molloy, Esq. 


.3*4- 
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The amendment having been lost. Rule IV. to end of 7th line is then put bv 
the Chairman. 

Ordered : That Rule IV. to end of 7th line be adopted. 

Rule IV., Clause (rr) considered. 

Ordered : That Rule IV. (. a ) be adopted. 

Rule IV., Clause (6) considered. 

Professor FitzGerald moves that Rule IV. ( b ) be amended as follows : — 

Books and educational appliances intended for ordinary school business 
other than those sanctioned by the C ommissioners for use in ordinary national 
schools may be used ; but all such books and appliances shall be submitted to 
the Commissioners, and the Commissioners shall satisfy themselves that such 
books and appliances are suitable for the use of the pupils attending the 
particular school, and no book or appliance shall be used to which the Commis- 
sioners object. 

Ordered : That amendment be adopted. 

Rule IV., Clause (c) considered. 

Ordered : That Rule IV. (c) be adopted. 

Rule IV., Clause (<J) considered. 

Ordered : That Rule IV. ( d ) be adopted. 

Rule LV., Clause (e) considered. 

Ordered: That Rule IV. ( e ) be adopted. 

Rule IV., Clause (/) considered. 

Ordered : That Rule IV. {/) be adopted. 

Reverend Dr. Stubbs moves as an amendment of Rule IV. (g) that the 
concluding words, “ save Rule 72,” be omitted. 

Ordered : That Rule IV. (g) amended as proposed, be adopted. 

Rule V. considered. 

Ordered : That Rule V. be adopted. 

Rule VI. considered. 

Ordered : That Rule VI. be adopted. 

Rule VII. considered. 

Ordered : That Rule VII. be adopted. 

Rule VIII. considered. 

Reverend Dr. Stubbs moves that Rule VIII. be amended by the insertion 
after the words “ twelve months’ notice,” of the following words : — 

It adequate provision ceases to exist in the locality for the elementary instruc- 
tion of pupils of the several religious denominations, as mentioned in Rule II. 
(a), or for any other sufficient reason. Such aid 

Ordered : That Rule VIII. amended as proposed, be adopted. 

Rule IX. considered. 

Ordered : That Rule IX. be adopted. 

Rule X. considered. 

Ordered : That Rule X. be adopted. 

i - i‘ - The 
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Hie Lord Chief Baron moves the following Resolution 
Resolved : That the Rules contained in the Report as amended he, and they 
are hereby, adopted; and that ihe same be forwarded to the Chief Secretary 
to the Lord Lieutenant, for His- Excellency’s approval. 


The Commissioners divide and vote 
For the Resolution. 

Lord Morris 
Edmund Dease, Esq. 

Lord Justice Fitzgibbon. 

Sir Percy Grace. 

G. F. FitzGerald, Esq. 

Rev. Dr. Stubbs. 

Sir Henry Bellingham. 

The Lord Chief Baron. 

Sir Rowland Blennerhassett. 

His Grace Archbishop Walsh. 

His Grace Archbishop Plunket. 
W. R. Molloy, Esq. 


s follows : — 

Against the Resolution. 
Janies Morell, Esq. 

Rev. Dr. Evans. 

Judge Shaw. 

Rev. Dr. Wilson. 


Mr. Redington declines to vote. 

Ordered : That the Resolution lie adopted. 

The Rev. Dr. Wilson enters his protest as follows : — 

“ Protest against the Preamble and Rules adopted by the Commissioners of 
National Educatb n on I/th April 1895 : — 

“ I protest — 

“ 1st Because provision is made for receiving other schools than those 
which cannot receive State aid on conscientious grounds ; whereas the Chief 
Secretary, in his letter of 5th February last, invited the Commissioners to 
consider the expediency of making such alterations in the Rules of the Board 
as would admit of the extension of aid to them. In framing the Preamble 
and Rules to include unmixed schools, already in connection with the Hoard, 
as well as the schools that are not in receipt of State aid, the Commissioners 
have exceeded the limits contemplated in the Chief Secretary’s letter. 

“2nd. Because facility is provided for unmixed National Schools to re- 
organise themselves as denominational schools. 

“ 3rd. Because, under the operation of the Preambleand Rules, the system of 
united undenominational education is practicably overthrown.” 

(signed) “H. B. Wilson.’' 

James Morell, Esq., Rev. Dr. Evans, and Judge Shaw join in the Protest. 

Ordered : That Protest be entered on Minutes. 


Submitted letter from Stanley Harrington, Esq., Commissioner of National 
Education : — 

“Dear Sir, “ Trafalgar, Cork, 16 April 1895. 

“ Being still confined to hed : I regret much that it will not be possible for 
me to attend the Special Meeting of the National Board summoned lor to- 
morrow. I have carefully read the Rules drawn up by the Committee appointed 
last month, and fully approve of them. 

« Will you kindly explain this to the Commissioners, and my regret that 
severe illness prevents me from being - present to record ray vote for the adop- 
tion of the Rules. 

“Yours, &c. 

(signed) “ Stanley Harrington .” 

“ J. C. Taylor, Esq., Secretary, 

“ Board of National Education, Dublin.” 

Ordered : That the letter be entered on the Minutes. 


32 * ^ 
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New Rules recommended by Committee, as amended by the Board and 
adopted nt its Special .Meeting - of 1 7th April 1895. 


Report of the Committee appointed on 12th March 1895. 

To the Commissioners of National Education in Ireland. 

In pursuance of the Minute of the Board of the 12th .March last, wheieby we 
were appointed a Committee to prepare draft Rules in accordance with the 
Board's resolution of the 25th February last, we beg to report as fallows: — 

(l.) We have prepared the following draft Rules, which are, in our opinion, 
in accordance with such resolution. 


Irish Education Act, 1892. 

Aid to Efficient Elementary Schools. 

In localities to which the compulsory clauses of the Irish Education Act, 
1892, apply, the Commissioners, upon the application of the manager or 
managers, may recognise a school as a separate school for a particular religious 
denomination, and may award aid to it, subject to the following regulations and 
conditions : — 

I. The application shall be considered at a meeting of the Board at which 
the major part of the Commissioners shall be present. 

II. The Commissioners, before granting the application, must be satisfied : — 

(a) That adequate provision exists in the locality for the elementary 
instruction of pupils of the several religious denominations, either in 
National Schools conducted under the ordinary Rules of the Commissioners, 
or else in schools receiving aid under these Regulations : 

(£) That the applicant school is in actual operation under a competent 
teacher or teachers, and is an “efficient school” providing “suitable 
elementary education ” within the meaning of the Irish Education Act, 
1892, for children between the ages of six and 14 years : 

(c) That the school site and buildings are suitable, sufficient, and 
properly kept, and that the school is adequately equipped with school 
requisites and appliances. 

III. Before the Commissioners decide upon the application, they will require 
a report from the inspector of the district upon all the circumstances of the 
particular case, and upon the provision for elementary education in the locality 
generally ; and, if they think fir, they may also require a special report from 
one of their head inspectors or from any other officer. The manager must in 
every case give all facilities for inspection, and supply all information which 
may be required front him. 

IV. A school shall not be recognised under these Regulations unless its pupils 
are at the time of such recognition either all Protestants or all Roman Catholics. 
In every such case, so long as the pupils continue to be either all Protestants or 
all Roman Catholics, none of the Rules of the Commissioners numbered 66, 67, 
71, 72, 75, 76, 77, 79, 80, 81, 83, 85, 86, 87, 90, 91, 92, 93, 94, 97, and 145, 
I., II., III., shall apply to the school, but in lieu thereof the following regula- 
tions shall be observed : — 

(a) The time table shall he subject to the approval of the Commissioners. 

(b) I'ooks and educational appliances intended for ordinary school 
business, other than those sanctioned by the Commissioners for use in 
ordinary National Schools, may be use<!; but all such books and appliances 
shall be submitted to the Commissioners ; ai d the Commissioners shall 
satisfy themselves that such books and appliances are suitable for the use 
of the pupils attending the particular school, and no book or appliance shall 
be used to which the Commissioners object. 

(c) The Results Examination will be strictly confined to secular 
knowledge. 

(d) No 
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(</) No pupil attending the school shall bo permitted to remain in attend* 
auce during the time of any religious instruction which the parents or 
guardians of such pupil shall not have sanctioned, and the time for giving 
such religions instruction shall be so fixed that no pupil net remaining in 
attendance is excluded directly or indirectly from tiie advamages of the 
secular educatiou given in the school. 

(e) In every school in which the pupils are all Protestants, but include 
children of different Protestant denominations, no religious instruction, 
except in the Scriptures, may be given to any pupil, unless the parent or 
guardian has given his or her express sanction in writing, in the form 
prescribed by the Commissioners’ Rule 90 (d). 

( f) The manager of a school of which the pupils are all Protestants 
shall not be at liberty to admit a Roman Catholic pupil, and the manager 
of a school of which the pupils are all Roman Catholics shall not be at libertv 
to admit a Protestant pupil, without giving to ihe Commissi- mers fourteen 
days’ previous notice in writing of his intention. 

( 9 ) Upon the admission of any such pupil, the school shall become subject 
to all the Rules as to religion which are applicable to ordinary National 
Schools. 

V. The aid to be granted will be according to the same scale and subject to 
the same Rules and conditions as apply to the aid granted to ordinary National 
Schools. 

VI. Teachers, acting as such in applicant schools at the date of the applica- 
tion, may present themselves for examination, and, upon being found qualified, 
may be recognised and classified. They may receive salary and other emoluments 
according to the same scale as in ordinary National Schools, without limit of age ; 
but no such teacher shall be entitled to retain office after lie or she ceases, in the 
opinion of the Commissioners, to be efficient, nor shall any teacher first 
recognised when above the limit of age fixed bv the Rules be entitled upon 
retirement to receive any pension or gratuity from public funds. Every 
vacancy in the office of a teacher in a school which is not cornu cted with a 
Community, occurring after the grant of aid to the school, shall be filled by the 
appointment of a teacher classified and qualified according to the Rules applicable 
to ordinary National Schools. 

VII. In schools connected with a Community the Members maj- discharge 
the office of literary teachers either exclusively by themselves, or with the aid 
of such certificated lay assistants as they may see fit to employ with adequate 
remuneration, but in every case the Commissioners must be satisfied that the 
teaching staff is adequate and competent. The Members of the Community 
may either adopt the principle of classification, in which case they will receive 
the same class salaries as the teachers of ordinary National Schools, or they may 
elect to receive payment in respect of the elementary education given to the 
pupils in the school upon the same scale as is applicable for the lime being to 
Convent National Schools. Provided that after the expiration of five years 
from the date of these Regulations, aid will be granted to schools under the 
Members of Communities of men, only un cbe. condition that the teachers of 
such schools thereafter appointed shall adopt the principle of classification ij 
but such teachers shall not be bound to contribute to the pension fund, nor 
shall they be entitled to pensions or gratuities out of public funds on retirement. 

VIII. Aid granted to any school under these Regulations shall be terminable 
by the Commissioners at any time upon 12 months’ notice, il adequate provision 
ceases to exist in the locality for the elementary instruction ot pupils of the 
several religious denominations as mentioned in Rule 11. (fl), or for any other 
sufficient reason. Such aid shall be so determined by them at any time, if the 
school ceases in their opinion to be an efficient elementary school. 

IX. Save so far as they are inconsistent with these Regulations, all Rules of the 
Commissioners relating. .to .ordinary National Schools shall be applicable to 
schools recognised, under these Regulations. 

X. A list of schools approved aqd aided by the Commissioners under these 
Regulations shalL b^ laid by. them before both Houses of Parliament at the first 
sitting of Parliament in each calendar year. 

324 . c 2 (2.) For 
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(2.) For the convenience of the Board we have set forth in the Appendix 
hereto such of the existing; Rules of the Commissioners as are referred to in New 
Rule IV., and are thereby directed not t » apply to schools which shall be 
recognised under the New Rules. 

(signed) C. Palles. 

0. Fitzaibbon. 

Dated this 9th day of April, 1895. c C. T. Reding ton. 


Appendix. 

Containing such of the existing Rules of the Commissioners as are referred 
to in New Rule TV., and thereby directed not lo apply to schools which shall 
be recognised under the New Rules. 

66. No aid will be granted to a school held in a place of worship ; nor will 
the Commissioners sanction the transfer of an existing school to a place of 
worship even for a temporary period. 

6/. When a schoolroom is in any way connected with a place of worship, 
there must not be any direct internal communication between the schoolroom 
and such place of worship. 

71. The Commissioners will not sanction any inscription containing a title of 
a denominational character , or which may appear to them to indicate that the 
school is one belonging to any particular religious body ; but the terms boys, 
girls, or infants, with the proper local designation taken from the city, town, 
parish, street, village, or townland in which the school is established, or the 
name of the founder, may be included in the inscription. 

72. No emblems or symbols of a denominational nature shall be exhibited 
in the schoolroom during the hours of united instruction ; nor will the Com- 
missioners in future giant aid to any school which exhibits on the exterior of 
the buildings any such emblems. 

75. Opportunities are to be afforded (as hereinafter provided) to the children 
of all National Schools for receiving such religious instruction as their parents 
or guardians approve of. 

76. Religious instruction must be so arranged (a) that each school shall be 
open to children of all communions for combined literary and moral instruction ; 

(b) That, in respect of religious instruction, due regard be had to parental 
right and authority ; and, accordingly, that no child shall receive or be present 
at any religious instruction of which his parents or guardians disapprove ; and 

(c) That the time for giving religious instruction be so fixed that no child 
shall be thereby in effect excluded directly or indirectly from the other 
advantages which the school affords. 

77- («) A public notification of the times for religious instruction must be 
inserted in large letters in the “ time table ” supplied bv the Commissioners, 
who recommend ( b ) that, as far as may be practicable, the general nature of 
such religious instruction be also stated therein ; (c) And such notification of 
the time and nature of the religious instruction is the only one that can be 
exhibited in the school during the time set apart for literary instruction. 

79. When the secular precedes the religious instruction, the teacher must, 
immediately before the commencement of the latter, announce distinctly to 
the pupils that the hour for religious instruction has arrived, and must put up 
and keep up during the period allotted to such religious instruction, and within 
the view of all the pupils, a notification thereof containing the words “ Religious 

Instruction,” 
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Instruction.” printed in large characters on the form supplied bv the Com- 
missioners. Similarly, when the school commences with religious instruction, 
the teacher is to put up aud keep up the same notification. 

80. Also, when the secular precedes the religious instruction in any national 
school, there shall be a sufficient interval between the announcement and the 
commencement of the' religious instruction ; and, whether the religious or the 
secular instruction shall have precedence in any national school, the books used 
for the instruction first in order shall be laid aside at its termination in the 
press or other place appropriated for keeping the school books. 

81. No secular instruction, literary or industrial, shall I >e carried on in the 
same apartment during school hours simultaneously with religious instruction. 

83. In vested schools such pasturs or other persons as shall be approved of 
by the parents or guardians of the children respectively shall have access to 
them in the schoolroom for the purpose of giving them religious instruction 
there at times convenient for that purpose — that is, at times so appointed as not 
to interfere unduly with the other arrangements of the school. 

85. (a) The patrons and managers of all national schools have the right to 
permit the Holy Scriptures (either in the authorised or L'ouay version) to he 
read at the time or times set apart for religious instruction; (6) and in all 
vested schools the parents or guardians of the children have the right to require 
the patrons and local managers to afford opportunities for the reading of the 
Holy Scriptures in the schoolroom under proper persons approved of by the 
parents or guardians for that purpose. 

86. The reading of the Scriptures, either in the Protestant authorised or in the 
Douay version, the teaching of catechisms, public prayer, and all other religious 
exercises come within the rules as to religious instruction. 

87- ( a ) Religious instruction, prayer, or other religious exercises may take 
place before and after ihe ordinary school business (during which all children, 
of whatever denomination they may be, are required to attend) ; and may take 
place at one intermediate time between the commencement and the close of the 
ordinary school business; (6) The Commissioners, however, will not sanction 
an y arrangement for religious instruction, prayer, or other religious exercises 
at an intermediate time in cases where it shall appear to them that such 
arrangement will interfere with the usefulness of the school by preventing 
children of any religious denomination from availing themselves of its 
advantages, or by subjecting those in attendance to any inconvenience. 

(c) With the above exception, the secular school business must not be 
interrupted or suspended by any spiritual exercises whatsoever. 

(d) The Commissioners earnestly recommend that religious instruction shall 
take place either immediately before the commencement or immediately after 
the close of the ordinary school business ; (e) And they further recommend that 
whenever the patron or local manager thinks fit to have religious instruction at 
an intermediate time, a separate apartment shall (when’ practicable) be provided 
for the reception of those children who, according to these rules, should not be 
present thereat. 

90. (a) No pupil who is registered by his or her parents or guardians as a 
Protestant is to be permitted to remain in attendance during the time of 
religious instruction in case the teacher giving such instruction is a Roman 
Catholic ; ( b ) And no pupil who is registered by his or her parents or guardians 
as a Roman Catholic is to be permitted to remain in attendance during the 
time of religious instruction in case the teacher giving such instruction is not a 
Roman Catholic ; (c) And further, no pupil is to be permitted to remain in 
attendance during the time of any religious instruction to which his or her 
parents or guardians object. 

(d) Provided, however, that in case any parent or guardian shall express a 
desire that the child should receive any particular religious instruction, and 
shall record such desire in the book provided for that purpose in The school ; 
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this prohibition shall not apply to the time during which such religious 
instruction only is given ; * (e) the entry in the b-.-ok shall he signed "with 
the name or mark ol‘ the parent or guardian, and the book shall he submitted 
to the inspec tor whenever he visits ti e school ; (/) The Certificate Book must 
not be removed from the schoolroom ; (^) The signing of it must iu all cases 
be the spontaneous act of the parent ( or guardian ), th e father if possible. 

The following is the form of book : — 

Roll Number , School , County 

Name of Teacher who gives Religious Instuction. 

Religious Denomination of do. 


Certificate of Parent or Guardian. 

[In case a parent or guardian should wish liii child to receive religious instruction from a 
teacher who is of a different religious denomination from the child, or from a teacher who gives 
any religious instruction different from that which is in accordance with the creed of the child, the 
following Certificate is lo be made by such parent or guardian.] 

Note. — As some doubts have arisen os *.o the interpretation of the rule, attention is requested 
to the following minute of the Board : — 

“The object of the rule is more fully to carry out the general principle of the Bourd, that no 
child is to receive any religious instruction contrary’ to the wishes of his parent Accordingly the 
rule first provides for the ease where the teacher is a Protestant and the child a Roman Catholic, 
or vice xtrsd. In this case the dissent of the parent is implied, and no religious instruction can be 
given to a child by u teacher of the different creed unless the parent expressly requests it. But 
where the teacher and the child are both Protestants, whether of the same or of a different 
denomination, the dissent of the parent will not be implied. In this case religious instruction in 
the Scriptures or in his own Catechism may be iriven to the child unless the parent expressly 
forbids it. In each ease, however, the assent or dissent, whether implied or expressed, mnv be 
modified by an entry, duly signed by the parent in the Certificate Book of Religions Instruction; 
but no pupil is to be permitted to be present whilst instruction is being given in ihe Catechism of 
a different persuasion from his or her own, without the express sanction of his or her parents or 
guardians, w/itten in the form provided.” 

I (') , being the (*) of (*) , who is registered by me, as 

I*) in the school register of the (*) national school hereby certify that 

it is my desire that the said (•) shall receive instruction in (’) during 

the time set apart lor religious instruction. 

Signature of parent or guardian, ( 8 ) 

Witness, if signed by “Mark,” 

Dated day of ,18 

(*! Insert the name of the parent or guardinu who makes the Certificate. 

( c ) losert the relationship of the parent or guardian; as — “ Father.” *• Mother,” “ Aunt,” &c. 

(*; Insert the name of the pupil [*) Insert the registered religion of the pupils. 

(*) Insert the name of the national school. ( s ) Insert the name of the pupil 

again. 

( T ) Insert in full the nature of the religious instruction as — The Holy Scriptures in the 
Authorised Version — the Roman Catholic Catechism — the Protestant Catechism, icc., See. This 
is to be 7 vritten by the parent or yuardian ; but in case the parent or guardian cannot write, it 
may be written by the teacher. 

(*) The parent or guardian is here to inscribe his name. If the parent or guardian be unable 
to write bis name, he is to sign by mark : but this mark must be witnessed by some respectable 
third party. 


Certificate of Teacher. 


I hereby certify that before (') signed the above Certificate, I read 

aloud to (*) the following Rule of the Commissioners of National Education ; — 

“No pupil who is registered by bis or her parents or guardian as a Protestant is to be permitted 
lo remain in attendance during the time of religious instruction in case the teacher giving 
such instruction is a Roman Catholic; and no pupil who is registered by his or her parents or 
guardian as a Roman Catholic is to be permitted to remain in attendance daring the time of 
-religious instruction in esse the teacher giving such instruction 13 not a Roman Catholic. And 
further, no pupil is to be permitted to remain in attendance during the time of any religious 
1 instruction to which hiB or her parents or guardian object. 

“ Provided 


• Such expression of desire may at any time be revolted by. the parent or guardian and shall 
thereupon become inoperative. 
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“ Provided, however, ihnt in case nny parent or guardian s-hall express a desire (hat the child 
should receive any particular religious instruction and shall record such desire in the book provided 
for that purpose in the school, this prohibition shall not apply to the time duiing which such 
religious instruction only is given.* The entry in the hook shall he signed with the name or 
mark of the parent or guardian, and the book sIihII be submitted to the Inspector whenevei he 
visits the school. 

* “ Such expression of desire may at any time he revoked by the parent or guardien and shall 
thereupon become inoperative.” 

And J further certify that I believe when the said (*) signed the above 

Certificate (*) had a full apprehension of the meaning and force of the rule, and also 

of the true intent and object of the Certificate. 

Signature of Teacher, 

Dated day of , 18 . 

Certificate of Inspector. 

I hereby certify that I have examined the Certificate of (*) atul also of 

the teacher (°) above set forth, and that 1 am satisfied as to the genuineness of each. 

Signature of Inspector, 

Dated day of , 18 

(') Insert the name of the parent or guardian- 
( 2 ) Insert “ him ” or “ her.” 

( s ) Insert the name of the parent or guardian. 

( 4 ) Insert “ he ” or “ she.” 

( s ) Insert the name of the parent or guardian. 

(*) Insert the name of the teacher. 

91. (a) The use of the books specified on the Board’s List, whether 
published or sanctioned by the Commissioners is not compulsory ; !>ut (£) the 
titles of all other books which the patrons or managers of schools intend for 
the ordinary school business, must he notified to the Commissioners before they 
arc introduced into the school ; and none are to be used to which they object, 
(c) The approval of any such books is to extend only to the particular edition 
which lias been submitted to the Commissioners. 

92. If any books other than the Holy Scriptures, or the standard books of 
the Church to which the children using them belong, be employed in communi- 
cating religious instruction, the title of each is to be made known to the 
Commissioners whenever they deem it necessary. 

93. The Commissioners do not insist on the “Scripture Lessons ” or book of 
“ Sacred Poetry ” being read in any of the national schools, nor do they allow 
them to be read as part of the ordinary school business (during which all 
children, of whatever denomination they may be, are required to attend) in 
any school attended by children whose parents or guardians object to their 
being read by their children. In such cases the Commissioners prohibit the 
use of these books, except at times set apart for the purpose, either before or 
after such ordinary school business, and under the following conditions : — 

First — That no child, whose parent or guardian objects, shall be required, 
directly or indirectly, to be present at such reading. 

Second — That in order that any children, whose parents or guardians 
object, may be at liberty to absent themselves, or to withdraw, at the 
time set apart for the reading of the books above specified, public 
notification of the time set apart for such reading shall be inserted in 
large letters in the time-table of the school — that there shall be a 
sufficient interval between the conclusion of such ordinary school 
business and the commencement of such reading ; and that the. teacher 
shall, immediately before its commencement, announce distinctly to 
the pupils that any child whose parent or guardian so desires may 
then retire. 

Third — That in every such case there shall be, exclusive of the time set 
apart for such reading, sufficient time devoted each day to the ordinary 
school business, in order that those children who do not join in the 
reading of these books may enjoy ample means of literary instruction in 
the schoolroom. 
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94. When using tlie Scripture lessons, the teachers are prohibited, except at 
the time set apart for religious instruction, from putting to the children any 
other questions than those appended to the end of each lesson. 


97- The rules as to religious instruction do not apply, except in the way 
hereinbefore stated, 10 the Scripture lessons and the book of sacred poetry, or ro 
the matter contained in the common school-books, or in any other book, the 
use of which the Commissioners may at any time sanction for the purpose of 
united instruction. 


145. The following practical rules are to be strictly observed by the teachers 
of national schools : — 

I. The teachers of national schools are required to keep the following 
tablets suspended conspicuously in their schoolrooms, and to make them- 
selves thoroughly acquainted with their contents : — («) The general lesson, 
the principles contained in which should be inculcated on the minds of all 
the pupils at the time of combined ordinary instruction; — (6) The 
Commissioners’ rules and regulations; — (c) The practical rules for 
teachers; — (tf) The national school programme; — (<?) The price list of 
school requisites. 

II. To exclude from the. school, except at hours set apart for religious 
instruction, all catechisms and books inculcating peculiar religious 
opinions. 

III. To avoid fairs, markets, and meetings — but, above all, political 
meetings of every kind; to abstain from controversy; and to do nothing 
either in or out of school which might have a tendency to confine it to any 
denomination of children. 
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Minutes of Proceedings of Board of National Education, at Special Meeting 
ou Monday, the 20th May 1896. 


Commissioners Present : 


Edmund G. Dease, Esq., d.l. 

Right. Hon. Lord Justice FitzGibbon. 
J. Malcolm Inglis, Esq., j.p. 

James Morell, Esq. 

Rev. John W. Stubbs, d.d., s.f.t.c.d. 
Rev. Henry Evans, d.d. 

Sir Rowland Blennerhassett, Bart., d.l. 
His Honour Judge Shaw. 

Rev. Hamilton B. Wilson, d.d. 


His Grace Most Rev. W. J. Walsh, 
d.d., Archbishop of Dublin. 

His Grace Most Rev. and Right 
Hon. Lord Plunket, d.d., Arch- 
bishop of Dublin. 

Stanley Harrington, Esq., j.p. 

W. R. J. Molloy, Esq. 

Right Hon. C. T. Redirjgton, d.l., 
Resident Commissioner. 

J. C. Taylor , Secretary in Attendance. 


Read Minute of the Board of the 14th May 1895, directing this Special 
Meeting to be convened. 

Read letter from the Right. Hon. John Morley, m.p., as follows : — 

My Lords and Gentlemen, — Dublin Castle, 13th May 1895. 

I beg to acknowledge the receipt, on the 19th of April last, of the New 
Rules prepared by the National Board, in compliance with the request 
contained in the letters which I had the honour to address to you on 5th 
February and 2nd March. 

1 have to thank the Board for accepting the task, and 1 recognise the great 
pains that have been taken in framing the Scheme that is now forwarded for 
approval. I am bound to point out, however, that this Scheme would appear 
to travel beyond the limited case placed before the Commissioners in ray 
original communication. 

The problem there stated was to discover some praclical modification of the 
Rules, which — in order to secure the fulfilment of the intentions of Parliament 
in passing the Irish Education Act of 1892 — might extend participation in 
Public Educational Grants to certain existing Schools now excluded in certain 
localities, where, in consequence of such exclusion, that Act remains inoperative. 

The case in view was the specific local case of Schools not now in connection 
with the Board. The Scheme which you have. had the goodness to prepare 
undoubtedly seems, if 1 rightly understand its provisions, to concede, a possible 
relaxation of existing restrictions to Schools that are now in connection with 
the Board within the 118 places affected by the Act of 1892, wherever certain 
specified conditions are shown to prevail. 

I am well aware that, alike within the Roman Catholic and the Protestant 
Communions, a desire is to be found for the removal of certain restrictions, and 
for the concession of a larger degree of denominational freedom. Such general 
relaxation may in itself be a very proper subject for consideration, and the 
experience of the working of the system established more than 60 years ago 
is held by many competent observers to point in that direction. But to 
enter upon these large issues does not seem necessary for overcoming the 
particular and comparatively narrow difficulty by which Parliament and the 
Executive Government find themselves at the moment confronted. The 
object of the Government is to devise some expedient for removing the 
obstacle to the full working of an Act of Parliament of the highest importance 
to the educational advancement of this country, which arises from the 
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exclusion of schools, rather le=s in all than one hundred in number of both 
denominations. An expedient of this kind ought to be attainable, without 
at the same time attempting to settle questions oT such wide compass as are 
raised in the Scheme now submitted for the approval of His Excellency the 
Lord Lieutenant. 


The suggestion which I have respectfully to commend to you as best for the 
present purpose is. that it might be possible so to modify vour proposed New 
Rules as to allow of the payment, to existing Schools now excluded within the 
118 places, of a Capitation Grant on the average daily attendance ; provided 
that every School receiving such a grant: — 

(1.) Is a School for primary education ; 

(2.) Is free for all children between three and 1 5 years of age ; 

(3.) Is open at all times for inspection and examination to test its 
efficiency ; and 

(4.) Accepts a conscience clause. 

The amount of the Capitation Grant should be so fixed, on this plan, that 
these Schools, in consideration of fewer restrictions imposed upon them, would 
receive a smaller sum in aid, from moneys voted by Parliament and adminis- 
tered by the Board, than they would receive if they subjected themselves to 
all the standing Rules and Regulations of the Board. 

After careful examination, I believe that, no very extensive modification of 
the language of the proposed New Rules would be required to adjust them to 
the plan which I have now in outline suggested for your observations, and 
which appears to offer a reasonable solution of the problem with which we are 
called upon to deal. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) John Motley. 


Lord Justice FitzGibbon moves the following resolution : — 

I. The Commissioners of National Education have considered the Chief 
Secretary’s letter of the 13th inst., at a meeting specially convened for the 
purpose. 

II. (a.) They observe that the letter does not convey any final decision of 
the Lord Lieutenant upon the question of sanctioning the New Rules submitted 
for His Excellency’s approval. ( h .) But they regret that they cannot under- 
take the task of framing any fresh rules, or of re-constructing those already 
submitted. 

III. They feel called upon, more especially and in the first instance, to state 
that they are unable to adopt the principle now proposed by the Chief 
Secretary as the groundwork of a plan for extending State aid to those 
Elementary Schools in Ireland which have hitherto been excluded from public 
grants in consequence of a conscientious objection to certain religious restric- 
tions, submission to which has been insisted upon, in this country, as an 
indispensable condition of obtaining any share in those grants. In now 
admitting those Schools, the Commissioners cannot accept the principle that 
they should be placed at a pecuniary disadvantage, as a condition of respect 
being shown to the conscientious feelings which have hitherto resulted in 
their exclusion from the advantages of connection with the system of National 
Education in Ireland, or that they should, “in consideration of fewer restric- 
tions imposed upon them receive a smaller sum in aid, from moneys voted 
by Parliament and administered by the Board, than they would receive if 
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they subjected themselves to all the standing Rules and Regulations of the 
Board.” 

IV. This principle is now suggested for the fiist lime, though three sets 
of Rules have been submitted to His Excellency during the past three v«>ars. 
It appears to the Commissioners t> be inconsistent with th.; proposal con- 
tained in the Chief Secretary's letter of 5th February 1895, to extend State 
aid to efficient Schools “in proportion to the amount of secular instruction 
provided by them.” It is open to many and serious objections of detail, 
especially in its application to the smaller Schools. But apart Iroin these, 
the Commissioners cannot consent to impose a penalty in the way suggested 
upon the Schools hitherto excluded on conscientious grounds from accepting 
State aid. 

V. The Commissioners framed the New Rules with the object of extending 
aid to those Schools which are desciibed by the Powis Commission as 
“ separate Schools for a particular denomination,” and to which the Ctiief 
Secretary referred, in his letter of 5th February 1895, as “Schools managed by 
the same religious denomination as the pupils.” It was the duty of the Com- 
missioners to secure efficient secular teaching, with adequate protection for con- 
science on the one hand, and to give due freedom for religious teaching in such 
Schools on the other. In framing the Rules as they stand, the Commissioners 
cannot think that they travelled beyond the limits of the problem with which 
they were thus called upon to deal. 

VI. But, in any case, they have to point out that it is the function of the 
Commissioners of National Education in Ireland to prepare such rules as 
they may think expedient for the good working of the system entrusted 
to their management, subject only to the condition that they shall not 
“ change any fundamental Rule without the express permission of the Lord 
Lieutenant.” 

VII. . If, for the special purpose mentioned by the Chief Secretary, namely, 
et to overcome the particular and comparatively narrow difficulty by which 
Parliament ami the Executive Government find themselves at the moment 
confronted,” the Lord Lieutenant decides to limit the application of the New 
Rules to “ schools hitherto excluded from participation on conscientious grounds, 
but which would otherwise have been entitled to aid from the Board” ; and, if 
His Excellency will not sanction the application of those Rules, except to such 
schools only, the Commissioners are prepared to do their part in endeavouring 
to have effect given, under the condition? specified in the Rules n ivv awaiting 
His Excellency’s approval, to the intentions of Parliament ia passing the Irish 
Education Act of 1892. 

VIII. In conclusion, the Commissioners have to observe' that the pro- 
tracted correspondence, and the uecessity for holding special meetings extending 
over so long a period prevent the satisfactory consideration of the subject 
by the full Board. Five members are now absent from Ireland, and four of 
these have concurred in framing the Rules now awaiting His Excellency’s 
approval. 

The Commissioners proceed to consider the several paragraphs of the 
Resolution : — 

Paragraph I., considered and passed. 

Paragraph II. : — 

Section 1 of paragraph considered and passed. 

Section 2, commencing with the word “ But,” considered. 
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The Commissioners divide on this latter Section and vote as follows 
For the Section. Against the Section. 

Edmund G. Dense, Esq., d.l. 

Right Hon. Lord. Justice FitzGibbon. 

Rev. John W. Stubbs, d.d., s.f.t.c.d. 

Sir Rowland Blennerhassett, Bart., d.l. 

His Grace Most Rev. \V. J. Walsh, d.d. 

His Grace Most Rev. and Right Hon. 

Lord Plunket, d.d. 

Stanley Harrington, Esq., j.p. 

W. R. J. Molloy, Esq. 

8 . 5 . 

Mr. Morell declines to vote. 

Section is accordingly passed. 


Right Hon. C. T. Redington, d.l. 
J. Malcolm Inglis, Esq., j.p. 

Rev. Henry Evans, d.d. 

His Honour Judge Shaw. 

Rev Hamilton B. Wilson, d.d. 


Paragraph III., considered and passed. 
Paragraph IV., considered and passed. 
Paragraph V., considered and passed. 
Paragraph VI., considered and passed. 
Paragraph VII., considered and passed. 


Paragraph VIII., considered and passed. 


The Resolution of Lord Justice FitzGibbon is then put by the Chair, and on 
a division, the Commissioners vote as follows : — 

For the Resolution. Against the Resolution. 


Edmund G. Dease, Esq., d.l. 

Right Hon. Lord Justice FitzGibbon. 
Rev. John W. Stubbs, d.d., s.f.t.c.d. 
Sir Rowland Blennerhassett, Bart., d.l. 
His Grace Most Rev. W. J. Walsh, d.d. 
His Grace Most Rev. and Right Hon. 

Lord Plunket, d.d. 

Stanley Harrington, Esq., j.p. 

W. R. J. Molloy, Esq. 


Right Hon. C. T. Redington, d.l. 
J. Malcolm Inglis, Esq., j.p. 

Rev. Henry Evans, d.d. 

His Honour Judge Shaw. 

Rev. Hamilton B. Wilson, d.d. 


Mr. Morell declines to vote. 

Resolution is accordingly passed. 

Moved by Lord Justice FitzGibbon : — 

That the Secretaries be directed to forward the Resolution as now adopted to 
the Chief Secretary. 

Motion passed. 
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Minutes of Proceedings of Board of National Education at Special Meeting 
held on Tuesday the 18th June 1895, to consider the Letter of 8th June 
1895, from the Right Hon. John Morley, m.p., in reference to the 
Resolution of the Commissioners of 20th May 1895. 


Commissioners present : — 


Right Hon. Lord Justice FitzGibbon. 
Wm. Homan Newell, Esq., c.b., 
ll.d., J.P. 

J. Malcolm Inglis, Esq., j.p. 

James Morell, Esq. 

Geo. F. FitzGerald, Esq., f.t.c.d., f.r.s. 
Rev. J. W. Stubbs, s.f., t.c.d. 

Right Hon. Chris. Palles, Lord Chief 
Baron. 

Rev. Henry Evans, d.d. 

J. 


Rev. Hamilton B. Wilson, d.d. 

His Grace the Most Rev. Wm.J J. 

Walsh, d.d., Archbishop of Dublin. 
His Grace the Most Rev. ami Right 
Hon. Lord Plunket, Archbishop of 
Dublin. 

Stanley Harrington, Esq., j.p. 

Wm. it. J. .Ylolloy, Esq. 

Right Hon. C. T. Redington, d.l., 
Resident Commissioner, Chairman. 

C. Taylor, Secretary in attendance. 


The Secretary reports that in accordance with the intimation given by 
Rev. Dr. Wilson at the Meeting of the 1 1th inst., the statement drawn up by 
the minority of the Board dissenting from the Resolution of the 20th May 
1895, was received in this office on the 12th inst., and in pursuance of the order 
of the Board of the 11th inst., was forthwith printed, and copies were sent to 
the Commissioners, together with copies of the letter of the 8th inst., from the 
Right Hon. John Morlev, m.p. 


Statement of Minority dissenting from the Minute adopted by the Majority 
of the Commissioners of National Education at Special Meeting on 20th 
May 1895. 

We, the undersigned Commissioners of Na ional Education in Ireland, 
emphatically dissent from the Minute adopted by a majority' of the Com- 
missioners at the Special Meeting on 20th May 1895. 

We are of opinion that the majority of the Commissioners in dealing both with 
the letter of Mr. Jackson, the late Chief Secretary, an-i the letters of Mr. 
Morley, the present Chief Secretary, travelled far beyond the limits of the 
problem suggested for their consideration, and proposed fundamental changes 
in the National System of Education which were wholly unnecessary for the 
solution of the problems. We fully agree that it is the duty of the Commissioners 
to frame such Rules as they may think necessary or desirable for the efficient 
administration of the System committed to them, and that they are not bound 
to wait for suggestions from any external authority before framing such Rules 
and submitting them to His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant. But we are 
also strongly of opinion that when the Commissioners have been invited by the 
Executive Government to prepare Rules fora definite and limited purpose, which 
the Government is prepared to carry out on its own responsibility, it is not a 
fair response to such an invitation to furnish a set of rules having a scope and 
effect far beyond the purpose indicated by the Government. The obvious 
tendency of such a course of action is to throw upon the Government the 
responsibility for suggesting or initiating wide and fundamental changes which 
it never contemplated, and may possibly consider wholly undesirable. 

We desire to express our most emphatic dissent from the suggestion contained 
in the Minute, that rhe object indicated in Mr. Morley’s letter of 13th May 
1895, may be attained by the adoption of the Rules submitted to His Excellency. 
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aiid by limiting tlieir application to School now excluded from participation in 
the Public Grants. 

We would point out, in tin- first place, that these Pules have been carefully 
and advisedly drawn so as to be applicable in certain localities to every School, 
whether National or sectarian, at which the attendance is umnixed a* regards 
religious denomination. The object of the Rub s was to set all such Schools five 
from the existing restrictions on religious instruction and religious observances 
so as to make them strictly the Schools of one denomination, whilst continuing 
to them all the pecuniary advantages which they enjoyed as the Schools of the 
St, ate. It would he wholly impossible to confine these extraordinary privileges 
to a limited class of Schools, and to make an invidious distinction amongst the 
Schools of the Board in favo ir of those which refuse to conform to the Board’s 
ordinary regulations. If would be impossible either to defend or to maintain 
such a distinction ; and the inevitable consequence of the adoption of the pro- 
posed Rules for Schools now outside the National System would be their 
applic ation at an early period t>> an immense number of Schools now in-ide the 
swtem, and the conversion of those Schools from National into strictly Denomi- 
national Schools. 

But, even if it were possible to restrict the application of those Rules to a 
particular class of Schools, we would point out that the Rules are in principle 
wholly inadmissible as regards any School which is to receive State aid in any 
form. No School is to be admitted to the advantages of the proposed New 
Rules so long as there is any mixture of Protestants and Roman Catholics 
atnoi gsi its pupils, and the first step which the Managers of any School seeking 
admission under these Rules must take in order to obtain State aid, is to turn 
out. of the School every pupil of a different denomination from their own. And 
once a School lias been admitted under the New Rules, its Managers are to be 
eompt lied to turn away every child of a different religious denomination from their 
own who seeks admission to the School. We are not aware that suc h a regulation 
as this has ever been made, or lias ever before been proposed, for any School 
receiving State aid in the United Kingdom. It appears to us to be a complete 
reversal of the principle which has hitherto been assumed as fundamental in 
regard to State Grants for education in these countries, viz., that every School 
endowed by the State exists for the benefit of the children of the State. 

But it is only when we turn to the Rules and Regulations of the Commissioners 
themselves that the absolute incongruity of the New Rules with the system which 
the Commissioners are supposed to administer, fully appears. The very first 
Rule of the Commissioners is as follows : — “ The object of the system of 
National Education is to afford combined literary and moral, and separate 
religious instruction to children of all persuasions, as far as possible in the same 
School.' 1 We can only express our amazement that, whilst this continues to he 
the first and most fundamental rule of the National system, it should be proposed 
by those who are the appointed guardians of the system to erect Schools on a 
principle diametrically the opposite. If the ohject of the system were to prevent 
“combined literary and moral instruction,” and to educate the children of all 
persuasions, “ as far as possible in separate Schools,” the proposed New Rules 
would be excellently adapted to that object. The Commissioners in 1 837 laid 
down, the principle as “fundamental and unalterable,” that every National 
School should be open to children of all religious persuasions without any 
danger of their religious faith being directly or indirectly tampered with. The 
Commissioners in 1895 propose to establish National Schools, which shall be 
so saturated with sectarian teaching and observances that children of a different 
persuasion cannot be permitted to enter them. 

We have all along protested, and do now again protest, that it is not com- 
petent for the Commissioners who were appointed to administer a mixed system 
of education, to make Rules for turning it into a denominational system, and to 
devote money which was voted by Parliament for non-sectarian teaching to the 
endowment of intensely sectarian schools. If the educational policy which has 
been pursued in Ireland with great success for more than 60 years is to be 
reversed, we are of : opinion that it ought not to be reversed by any authority 
lower than that of the Imperial Parliament ; and we feel confident that. His 
Excellency the Lord Lieutenant will never consent by any exercise of the 

Executive 
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Executive Authority entrusted to him, to apply funds granted by Parliament for 
the education of the people to the endowment of institutions whose door? are 
closed against any class or section of the people. 

(signed) W. H. Newell. 

J. Malcolm Inglis. 
Henry Evans. 

James J. Skair. 

H. B. Wilson. 

To the Right Hon. John Morley, m.p., Chief Secretary for Ireland. 


The Secretary reads the Letter of the 8th inst., from the Chief Secretary:— 
(Copy.) 

My Lords and Gentlemen, Dublin Castle, 8 June 1895. 

I beg to acknowledge the receipt of the Resolution which was adopted by 
the Board and directed to be forwarded to me on 20th May. 

The assent, which, as I understand the seventh paragraph of the Resolution, 
the Board are now prepared to give, to the limitation of their proposals to 
Schools at present existing in the IIS places affected by the Act of 1892, but 
excluded from participation in the grants of public money, seems to open the 
way for an accommodation between the. views of the Board and the views of 
the Government. 

In regard to the suggestion made in ray letter of 13th May, of a capitation 
grant, I have to observe that it was not, and could not be, the object of the 
Government to impose a penalty upon the satisfaction of conscientious feelings. 
On the other hand, the Board will agree that it is not intrinsically unreasonable 
in principle that Schools which may he exempted from certain denominational 
restrictions, and from certain other requirements, such as individual examination 
for results, should be placed at some pecuniary disadvantage compared with 
schools subject to all the ordinary rules of the Board. The question is mainly 
a practical one, to be decided by practical considerations. 

In offering for your consideration the plan of a capitation grant, what I 
contemplated was some such total amount as is now received by Convent and 
Monastery Schools paid by capitation, being somewhat smaller than the sura 
received by similar schools, if they adopt the principle of classification. This 
total amount for the year 1893-94, for instance, was J l. 15s. 6d. for each pupil 
in average attendance. 

Willi this fuller explanation before them, the Board may be of opinion that 
the suggestion which I offered is the most convenient and generally acceptable 
expedient that can be devised, under the four conditions specified in my letter 
of 13th of May. But no vital question of principle appears to arise in connec- 
tion with the alternative expedients under discussion. If the Board should still 
consider the plan of payment by capitation open to objection from the difficulty 
of adjusting details, or on other grounds, a difference of view on this part of the 
case would not be treated by the Government as an insuperable bar to that 
settlement of the question which in the interests of Irish education is so 
urgently desirable. 

It is my dutv, however, to call attention to one of the proposals of the Board 
which is on a different footing, that, namely, which practically requires the 
compulsory exclusion from schools for one denomination, of all children 
belonging to another denomination. Whatever is to be said for such a provi- 
sion as an infallible safeguard against proselytism, direct or indirect, it 
undoubtedly involves a departure from what has hitherto been regarded as a 
fundamental principle of State-aided education. Such a departure in the 
circumstances of the case before us, His Excellency is unable to sanction. 

If, as I venture to hope, the Board are willing not to insist upon this provi- 
sion, His Excellency would be ready to give favourable consideration to the rest' 
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of the proposed New Rules, so modified, of course, as specifically to limit their 
application to existing excluded Schools in the 118 places affected by the Act 
of 1892. 

1 have, &c. 

(signed ) John Morley. 

The Commissioners of National Education in Ireland. 


The Lord Chief Baron moves the following Resolution in reply to the letter 
of the Chief Secretary, and the Commissioners consider the paragraphs of the 
Resolution., severally, which are adopted. The Resolution is as follows: — 

1. The Commissioners of National Education have this day considered the 
Chief Secretary’s letter of the 8th inst., at a Meeting specially convened for the 
purpose. 

2. They are glad to learn that their Minute of the 20th ult. seems to the 
Chief Secretary to open the way for an accommodation between their views and 
those of the Government. 

3. If the Lord Lieutenant is pleased to sanction the New Rules which they 
had the honour lo submit on the 19th April last, subject to a limitation 
restricting the operation of those Rules to Schools which have nut hitherto been 
in connection with the Board of National Education, the Commissioners, as 
stated in their Minute of the 20th ulr., will do all that lies within their province 
to extend State aid to such Schools, and so to facilitate the bringing of the Irish 
Education Act, 1892, into operation in the places to which that Act applies. 

4. The Commissioners fear, from a passage in the Chief Secretary’s letter of 
the 8th inst., that he may have understood the New Rules to be so drawn as to 
be applicable in all districts throughout Ireland. They, therefore, have to 
point out tint those Rule®, as framed by the Commissioners, are expressly 
limited to the case of “localities to which the compulsory clauses of the Irish 
Education Act, 1892, apply.” 

5. As regards the amount of aid to be granted to the Schools hitherto 
excluded, the Commissioners cannot but think it “ intrinsically unreasonable iu 
principle,” that tlms** Schools, when State aid is extended to them, should be 
placed at a pecuniary disadvantage in consideration of their being exempted 
from restrictions to which objection has been made by their managers upon 
conscientious grounds. The Commissioners still have to regard such a course 
as imposing a penalty* upon the satisfaction of conscientious feelings. . 

6. The New Rules pi o vide that the aid granted shall be, as was suggested in 
the Chief Secretary’s letter of the 5th of February last, “in proportion to the 
amount of elementary secular instruction provided.” The amount of that aid, 
therefore, ought to be measured by the same scale that fixes the amount to be 
paid to other Elementary Schools for the same work. 

7 . Although both Convent and Monastery Schools were at first enabled to 
receive payment by capitation —an nn alignment which at present is entered 
into by the Board in the case of nuns only — the members of religious orders 
who accepted the lower amount of payment on the capitation system, always 
had, and still have, the option of obtaining payment upon the higher scale, 
upon qualifying themselves by examination as classified teachers. The payment 
of Convent and Monastery Schools by capitation has no place in the system 
now administered by the Commissioners except as an optional arrangement. 
To make that form of payment obligatory, in the case of Schools differing from 
others in matters affecting religion only, would be to introduce a principle for 
which the Commissioners cannot make themselves responsible. 

8. In connection with this part of the case, the Commissioners have before 
them a statement from the Superior- General of the Christian Brothers, 
informing them that the “ Christian Brothers would accept the principle of 
classification on the basis of examination.” The Commissioners are thus 
officially aware of the willingness of those teachers to submit to the require- 
ments by which others can entitle themselves to payment on the ordinary scale. 

When 
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When no exemption from those requirements is sought, the compulsory’ exclu- 
sion ol one class of teachers from the option of complying with them cannot 
justify the payment of those teachers at a lower rate. 

9. “ Practical considerations ” also appear to the Commissioners to support 
their objection to the introduction of a differential rate of payment. 

10. The optional reduction in tin* rate of remuneration, as applied to 
Convent and Monastery Schools, seems to have been based upon the fact that 
the members of the religious orders who conducted those Schools were not 
required to qualify themselves as professional teachers, and were not dependent 
upon teaching for their livelihood. The chief Roman Catholic Schools now 
excluded are those of the Christian Brothers, who are members of a Lav Order, 
obliged to undergo a strict course of training, and to attain a high standard of 
proficiency, as secular teachers ; and they live upon their earnings as such. 
The teachers of the excluded Protestant. Schools are all professional teachers, 
and those Schools are generally so small that capitation grants alone would not 
provide adequate aid towards maintaining them in a state of efficiency. 

11. The New Rules secure the efficiency of all teachers now to be admitted; 
and further 'secure the adoption of the principle of classification, subject onlv 
to a temporary exception in favour of competent teachers now actually engaged 
in existing Schools. These results would not be attained if the capitation 
principle be introduced. 

12. “Individual examination for results” is at present a universal test of 
efficiency, which is applied to Convent and Monastery Schools equally with all 
other National Schools. Without entering upon the question whether it is the 
best test, the Commissioners see no reason for applying a different test to the 
Schools to which State aid is now to be extended, from that which is applied 
to all the other State-aided Elementary Schools of Ireland. 

13. In view of the Chief Secretary’s suggestion that this system should not 
be introduced into the Schools tu which it is now desired to extend State aid, 
the Commissioners, though not basing their objection to the adoption of that 
suggestion upon any ground of preference for the system of assessing payments 
by results, object to deprive the Schools now in question of the additional aid 
which other Schools obtain by means of the Results Examination, when no 
substitute is provided to secure equality of payment. The suggestion seems to 
have no other result than that of compelling the newly-admitted Schools 
to accept payment at a lower rate for the same work. 

14. The Chief Secretary refers to four condilions specified in his former letter 
of the 13th ult. Subject to the interpretation of one ambiguous term, the four 
conditions are provided for by the New Rules. By those Rules aid is provided 
for such Schools only as are (1) for Primary Education, (2) comply with 
the provisions of the Irish Education Act, 1892, and, therefore, are free of 
School Fees for all children between three and fifteen years of age; (3) are 
subject to all the Rules of the Commissioners as to inspection and ex- 
amination ; and (4) accept a Conscience Clause in the terms of tire Inter- 
mediate Education Act, 1877- 

15. There remains only the proposal that, so long as the Manager of a School 

admitted under the New Rules wishes to retain the larger measure of religious 
freedom which those Rules recognise, he shall nut be at liberty to admit to 
the School pupils of a different religious denomination. In so far as His 
Excellency’s inability to sanction the New Rules is based upon the introduction 
of this proposal, the Commissioners respectfully direct attention to the following 
facts In their Resolution of the 25th February last forwarded to the Chief 
Secretary for the purpose of ascertaining whether the basis upon which they 
propose !to frame their New Rules involved anything which His Excellency 
might find himself unable to sanction, the Commissioners expressly stated that 
the provision which they proposed to make appeared to them “ necessarily to 
involve ” that, so long as the Schools to be admitted continued to enjoy the 
fuller religious freedom which it was proposed to confer upon them, “ the 
Managers . • . should not be at liberty to receive pupils of different 

reliqiuus denominations .” If His Excellency was unable to sanction the principle 
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that, even under the special conditions and limitations set forth !»v the 
Commissioners in their Resolution, the Schools to be dealt with under die New 
Rules should not be. open to all denominations, the Commissioners respectfully 
submit that the objection should have been made before they were invited to 
prepare Rules in which that principle was “ necessarily involved.” 

1C. On I wo former occasions proposals for extending State aid to the 
hitherto excluded Schools had been submitted by the Commissioners, but had 
failed to obtain His Excellency's sanction. Much time had been expended in 
their preparation ; and the Commissioners were unwilling to run the risk of a 
similar expenditure of time and labour on their part which might, on the third 
occasion also, result in failure. No intimation had been given to them, as to 
the point in their former proposals upon which the refusal of His Excellency’s 
sanction had rested. The Commissioners, therefore, when about to make their 
third effort to solve the difficulty, decided on putting, in the first instance, their 
general view, in outline, before His Excellency. In doing so they intimated 
their readiness to prepare a third set of rules, if they were assured beforehand 
of His Excellency’s approval of the essential features of their proposal, as set 
forth in their Resolution of the 25tli February. 

17. The Chief Secretary replied to the Commissioners on the 2nd March, 
and in his letter unmistakeably conveyed to them that they had at length 
succeeded in submitting a proposal which, in so far as it had been stated, 
contained nothing that could involve its rejection. 

18. But in the Resolution then before the Chief Secretary, the provision 
which they are. now, for the first time, definitely informed renders it necessary 
for His Excellency to refuse his sanction, was stated just as explicitly as it is 
stated in the detailed Rules. 

19. The Commissioners think it right to observe, moreover, that they did not 
embody any such provision in their proposal, until they had twice failed to 
obtain the sanction of the Lord Lieutenant to proposals previously submitted, 
neither of which contained the clause that is now objected to. Those proposals 
had been made the subject of some criticism on the ground that their adoption 
might possibly open the door to proselvtism, and so might tend to weaken that 
which is declared in the very first of the “ Rules and Regulations of the 
Commissioners of National Education in Ireland,” to be the “fundamental 
principle” of the system, namely: — That “no attempt shall be made to 
interfere with the peculiar religious tenets of any description of Christian 
pupils.” 

20. Upon the third occasion, the Commissioners decided so to frame their 
Rules as to keep clear of the one difficulty, which, so far as they could see, 
could explain the rejection of their former proposals. In adopting this basis for 
their third set of Rules they were encouraged by the form of the request made to 
them by the Chief Secretary in his letter of the 5th February. In that letter 
he described the Schools to which he desired Shite aid to be extended, as 
“ Schools managed by the same religious denomination as the pupils,” these 
being, of necessity, Schools in which all the pupils were of the same religious 
denomination inter se. 

21. In considering the safety and expediency of extending Slate aid to such 
Schools, it is always to be borne in mind that both the Commissioners’ Resolution 
and the New Rules restrict such aid to eases in which the Commissioners can 
officially satisfy themselves that adequate provision exists in the locality for the 
elementary instruction of pupils of the several religious denominations either 
in National Schools, conducted under oi dinary rules, or else in Schools 
managed by the same religious denomination as the pupils, and receiving aid 
under the New Rules themselves. 

22. Therefore “ the exclusion ” to which exception is now taken nevfer could 
occur, except in the event of a demand for admission to a School of a different 
religious denomination, of a child for whom adequate and, from a religious 
point of view, more appropriate provision existed, at the same lime, and in the 
same place, in another efficient School, receiving Slate aid from the Com- 
missioners. Such a demand could very rarely be made, and when made would 
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he unreasonable, inasmuch as it could be complied with only by depriving both 
the pupils and the Manager of a School of facilities lor religious instruction 
according to their own faith. 

23. The Commissioners cannot omit to refer to the statement in the Chief 
Secretary s last letter, that any proposal for the ‘‘exclusion from Schools for 
one denomination of all children belonging to another denomination ” 
" undoubtedly involves a departure from what has hitherto been regarded as a 
fundamental principle of State-aided education.” Whatever may be the case 
in England, no such fundamental principle has yet found a footing in Ireland. 

24. No Intermediate School in Ireland is under any obligation to receive 
pupils ol different religious denominations, yet those Schools are largely aided 
by grants of public money. As a matter of fact, the Schools of the Christian 
Brothers, which are under no obligation to receive Protestant children, receive 
more than forty per cent, of the State Grant for results in Intermediate 
Education in Ireland. The Industrial Schools are almost wholly supported by the 
State, yet they cannot receive any pupils of a denomination different from that 
of the Managers. Lastly, the Denominational Training Colleges receive from 
the State, through the hands of the Commissioners themselves, the whole cost 
of training primary teachers, though they do not admit any students except 
those who belong to the same religious denomination as the Managers. 

25. The existing restrictions which lead to the exclusion of the Schools which 
it is now desired to ;<dmit, have that effect because of the conscientious 
objection of certain Managers to the complete separation of Religious from 
Secular Instruction. The Commissioners strongly feel that it will he difficult, 
if not impossible, to frame any Rules which will be so effective as those now 
awaiting His Excellency’s sanction, in attainiug the two objects which have to 
be secured, namely, — Obviating these conscientious objections, and, at the 
same time, not violating the “ fundamental principle ” already quoted from the 
fir.-t of the Commissioners’ Rules. 

26. In view of all the facts of the case, the Commissioners still feel, as stated 
in their Minute of the 20th tilt, that they cannot undertake the task of framing 
any fresh Rules, or of re-constructing those already submitted. But deeply 
convinced of the importance of some satisfactory solution of the existing difficulty 
being arrived at, they will always, as a matter of duty, be prepared to make a 
further effort, on the only line of procedure that now seems to give any prospect 
of a favourable result. On some former occasions, when changes of import- 
ance — notably those concerning the successive reforms in the system of 
Training Colleges — were in contemplation, definite proposals, formulated in 
detail, were put before the Commissioners on the responsibility of the Executive 
Government of the day. Thus there was a secuiity that if any proposal so 
made was adopted by tbe Commissioners, it would be duly sanctioned by the 
I^ord Lieutenant. If His Excellency would now cause a definite proposal to be 
drawn up, either in the form of Draft Rules, or in the form of Amendments to 
the New Rules already submitted by the Commissioners — which, if adopted and 
submitted by the Commissioners, would receive His Excellency’s sanction— the 
Commissioners will spare no effort to contribute to the solution of the existing 
difficulty. 


Mr. Redingron moves an Amendment to the Resolution as follows : — 

That the Chief Secretary be informed that the Commissioners have carefully 
considered his letter of the 8th instant. 

1. They are, as they before slated, willing to confine the operation of the 
New Rules to existing Schools in the 1 18 places, now excluded from participa- 
tion in the grants for Public Education. 

2. As Te^ards the mode of payment for secular education imparted in those 
Schools, while they are of opinion that tbe plan proposed by them is the more 
satisfactory from an educational point of view, they are prepared to allow an 
option to the Managers to accept in lieu thereof a capitation payment of 
35 s. 6d. per pupil in average daily attendance, as suggested by Mr. Morley. 
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3. As these new schools are for pupils of separate religious denominations, 
and will be recognised only in localities where adequate provision exists for the 
elementary instruction of both Catholics and Protestants, it is unlikely tlmt 
many cases will occur of a mixed attendance at any of these particular Schools. 
In such cases, however, the Conscience Clause contained iri the New Rules, 
IV. [d), affords protection to minorities. The Commissioners therefore think 
that under the circumstances they need not insist on the retention of the 
provisions for the “ compulsory exclusion from schools’' of any child. But at 
the same time, the presence of a child of a different faith in a School intended 
for a particular denomination will not be considered by the Commissioners as a 
sufficient reason in itself for withdrawing the special religious privileges which 
it is the object of the New Rules in certain cases to concede. 


The Commissioners divide on the Amendment, and vote as follows : — 

Against the Amendment. 

Right Hon. Lord Justice FitzGibbon 
J. Malcolm Inglis, Esq. 

Jas. Morell, Esq. 

Geo. F. FitzGerald, Esq. 

Rev. Dr. Stubbs. 

Rev. Dr. Evans. 

Rev. Dr. Wilson. 

Most Rev. and Right Hon. Lord 
Plunket, Archbishop of Dublin. 

1 8 

The following declined to vote: -W. H. Newell, Esq., ll.d. ; Right Hon. 
Chris. Palles ; Most Rev. Dr. Walsh, Archbishop of Dublin ; Stanley 
Harrington, Esq. ; and Win. R. J. Molloy, Esq. 

The Amendment is accordingly lost. 

The Resolution of the Lord Chief Baron is then put by the Chairman, and 
the Commissioners divide thereon, and vote as follows : — 

For the Resolution. 

Right Hon. Lord Justice FitzGibbon. 

Geo. FitzGerald, Esq. 

Rev. Dr.*Stubbs. 

Right Hon. Chris. Palles. 

Most Rev. Dr. Walsh, Archbishop of 
Dublin. 

Most Rev. and Right Hon. Lord 
Plunket, Archbishop of Dublin. 

Stanley Harrington, Esq. 

Wm. It. J. Molloy, Esq. 

8 

Wm. H. Newell, Esq., ll.d., declines to vote. 

The Resolution is accordingly carried. 


Against the Resolution. 

Right Hon. C. T. Redington. 

J. Malcolm Inglis, Esq. 

Jas. Morell, Esq. 

Rev. Dr. Evans. 

Rev. Dr. Wilson. 


For the Amendment. 
Right Hon. C. T. Redington. 


Ordered — 

That a copy of the Resolution be forwarded to the Chief Secretary. 
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Extract from Minutes of Proceedings of Board of National Education at 
Ordinary Meeting held on Tuesday, the 25th June 1895. 


Secretary reads a Letter received this day from the Right Hon. John 
Morley, M.P., Chief Secretary, in reply to the Resolution of the Board of the 
18th instant, and accompanying New Rules as amended by him and proposed 
by him for adoption by the Commissioners. 

Ordered : — That the Letter and its accompanying proposed New Rules be 
entered on the Minutes ; also that such of the New Rules as have been 
altered be shown in original form in a separate column. That a Special 
Meeting of the Board be convened for Thursday the 1st of August next at 
3 o’clock, for full consideration of this Letter, &c. That the Letter be 
acknowledged, and Mr. Morley informed that in consequence of engagements 
of the Commissioners it is not possible to fix an earlier date than the 
1st August next, for a special meeting of the Board for the full consideration 
of this important communication. That copy of Letter and Rules be sent to 
each Commissioner. 

The Letter and Rules are as follows : — 

(Copy.) 

Mv Lords and Gentlemen, The Irish Office, 24 June 1895. 

I have to acknowledge your last Resolution, received by me on the 21st 
instant ; and though Her Majesty’s Goverment now only hold office until their 
successors are appointed, I think it will be proper and convenient that I should 
state the conclusion at which I have arrived. 

I am glad to receive the assurance that the Commissioners are prepared lo 
make a further effort to contribute to the solution of a difficulty, of the 
importance of which they are deeply convinced. 

The Resolution contains no explicit renunciation of the proposal for com- 
pulsory exclusion, but I venture to assume that the Commissioners do not 
regard this condition as essential. As you remind me, no such provision was 
included in the proposals submitted to the Lord Lieutenant in 1892-3. Nor, 
again, can such a provision be deemed compatible with the avowed readiness 
of the Board (para. 14) to assent to a conscience clause. Finally, the Board 
would hardly feel justified in losing the present opportunity of a settlement, 
for the sake of meeting cases which, as they observe (para. 22), would very 
rarely occur. 

If this, which I have already treated as a fatal impediment to an accom- 
modation, be removed, then it only remains for me to indicate the modifications 
that now seem to be required in your proposed rules. These modifications 
are subjoined, and the Commissioners are thus placed in a position to consider 
the proposal that I am prepared to recommend, in the definite form which 
they desire. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) John Morley. 


The Commissioners of National Education in Ireland. 
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New Rules as amended by the Right 
Hon. John Morley, m.p., Chief 
Secretary for Ireland, and proposed 
by him for adoption by the Com- 
missioners. 


Such of the New Rules adopted by 
the Board on the 17th April 1895, 
a9 have been amended by the Chief 
Secretary. 


Irish Education Act, 1892. 

Aid to Efficient Elementary Schools. 

In localities to which the com- In localities to which the corapul- 
pulsory clauses of the Irish Education sory clauses of the Irish Education 
Act, 1892, apply, the Commissioners, Act, 1892, apply, the Commissioners, 
upon the application of the Manager upon the application of the Manager 
or Managers, may recognise a School or Managers, may recognise a School 
in operation on 1st July 1895, and not as a separate school for a particular 
then in connection with the Board as religious denomination, and may award 
a separate school for a particular reli- aid to it, subject to the following regu- 
gious denomination, and may award lations and conditions : — 


aid to it, subject to the following regu- 
lations and conditions 

I. The application shall be con- 
sidered at a meeting of the Hoard at 
which the major part of the Com- 
missioners shall be present. 

II. The Commissioners, before 
granting the application, must be 
satisfied : — 

(a) That adequate provision 
exists hi the locality for the ele- 
mentary instruction of pupils of 
the several religious denomina- 
tions, either in National Schools 
conducted under the ordinary 
Rules of the Commissioners, or 
else in Schools which may receive 
aid under these Regulations : 

(b) That the applicant School 
is in actual operation under a 
competent teacher or teachers, 
and is an “ efficient school ” pro- 
viding “ suitable elementary edu- 
cation ” within the meaning of 
the Irish Education Act, 1892, 
for children between the ages of 
6 and 14 years : 

(c) That the school site and 
buildings are suitable, sufficient, 
and properly kept, and that the 
School is adequately equipped 
with school requisites and appli- 
ances. 

HI. Before the Commissioners 
decide upon the application, they will 
require a report from the Inspector of 
the District upon all the circumstances 


(a) That adequate provision 
exists in the locality for the ele- 
mentary instruction of pupils of 
the several religious denomina- 
tions, either in National Schools 
conducted under the ordinary 
Rules of the Commissioners, or 
else in Schools receiving aid 
under these Regulations : 
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of the particular case, and upon the 
provision for elementary education in 
the locality generally ; and, if they 
think fit, they may also require a 
special report from one of their Head 
Inspectors or from any other Officer. 
The Manager must in every case give 
all facilities for inspection, and supply 
all information which may be requited 
from him. 


IV. In Schools recognised under IV. A School shall not be recognised 
these regulations none of the Rules of under these Regulations unless its 
the Commissioners numbered 66, 67. pupils are at the time of. such recogni- 
71. 7 2, 75, 77, 79, 80, 81, 83, 85, 86, tion eitherall Protestants or all Homan 
87, 91, 92, 93, 94, 97 ; and 145, I., Catholics. In every such case, so long 
II., 111., shall apply, but in lieu asthepupils continue to be either all 
thereof the following Regulations shall Protestants or all Roman Catholics, 
be observed : — none of the Rules of the Commis- 

sioners numbered 66, 67, 71, 72, 75, 
76, 77, 79, 80, 81, 83, 85, 86, 87, 90, 
91, 92, 93, 94, 97, and 145, I., II., 
III., shall apply to the School, but in 
lieu thereof the following Regulations 
shall be observed : — 

(a.) The Time Table shall be 
subject to the approval of the 
Commissioners. 

(£.) Books and educational 
appliances intended for ordinary 
school business, other than those 
sanctioned by the Commissioners 
for use in ordinary National 
Schools, may be used ; but all 
such books aud appliances shall 
be submitted to the Commis- 
sioners; and the Commissioners 
shall satisfy themselves that such 
books and appliances are suitable 
for the use of the pupils attending 
the particular School, and no 
book or appliance shall be used to 
which the Commissioners object. 

(c.) The Results Examination 
will be strictly confined to secular 
knowledge. 

(d.) No pupil attending the 
School shall be permitted to 
remain in attendance during the 
time of any religious instruction 
which the parents or guardians of 
such pupil shall not have sanc- 
tioned, and the time for giving 
such religious instruction shall be 
so fixed that no pupil not remain- 
ing in attendance is excluded 
directly or indirectly from the 
advantages of tl»e secular educa- 
tion given in the School. 

324. G 

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



40 


[Entirely Omitted.] 

(e.) In every school in which the 
pupils are all Protestants, but in- 
clude children of different Protes- 
tant Denominations, no religious 
instruction, except in the Scrip- 
tures, may be given to any pupil, 
unless the parent or guardian has 
given his or h- r express sanction 
in writing, in the form prescribed 
by the Commissioners’ Rule 90 
(<!). 

(/.) The Manager of a School 
of which the pupils are all Pro- 
testants shall not be at liberty to 
admit a Roman Catholic pupil, 
and the Manager of a School of 
which the pupils are all Roman 
Catholics shall not be at liberty 
to admit a Protestant pupil, 
without giving to the Commis- 
sioners 14 days previous notice in 
writing of his intention. 

( g .) Upon the admission of any 
such pupil, the School shall 
become subject to all the rules 
as to religion which are applicable 
to ordinary National Schools. 


V. The aid to be granted will be 
according to the same scale and sub- 
ject to the same rules and conditions 
as apply to the aid granted to ordinary 
National Schools. 

VI. Teachers, acting as such in 
applicant Schools at the date of the 
application, may present themselves 
for examination, and, upon being found 
qualified, may he recognised and classi- 
fied. They may receive salary and 
other emoluments according to the 
same scale as in ordinary National 
Schools, without limit of age, but no 
such teacher shall be entitled to retain 
office after he or she ceases, in the 
opinion of the Commissioners, to be 
efficient, nor shall any teacher first 
recognised when above the limit of age 
fixed by the Rules be entitled upon 
retirement to receive any pension or 
gratuity from public funds. Every 
vacancy in the office of a Teacher in a 
School which is not connected with a 
Community, occurring after the grant 
of aid to the School, shall be filled by 
the appointment of a Teacher classified 
and qualified according to the Rules 
applicable to ordinary National 
Schools. 
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VII. In Schools connected with a 
Community the Members may dis- 
charge the office of Literary Teachers 
either exclusively hy themselves, or 
with the aid of such certified Lay 
Assistants as they may see fit to em- 
ploy with adequate remuneration, but 
in every case the Cotncnissioners must 
be satisfied that the teaching staff is 
adequate and competent. The Mem- 
bers of the Community may either 
adopt the principle of classification, in 
which case they will receive the same 
class salaries as the teachers of ordi- 
nary National Schools, or they may 
elect to receive payment in respect of 
the elementary education given to the 
pupils in the school upon the same 
scale as is applicable for the time being 
to Convent National Schools. Pro- 
vided that after the expiration of five 
years from the date of these Regula- 
tions, aid will be granted to schools 
under the Members of Communities 
of men, only on the condition that the 
teachers of such schools thereafter 
appointed shall adopt the principle <»f 
classification; but such teachers shall 
not be bound to contribute to the pen- 
sion fund, nor shall they be entitled 
to pensions or gratuities out of public 
funds on retirement. 

VIII. Aid granted to any School 
under these Regulations shall be ter- 
minable by the Commissioners at any 
time upon twelve months notice, if 
adequate provision ceases to exist in 
the locality for the elementary instruc- 
tion of pupils of the several religious 
denominations as mentioned in 
Rule II. (a), or for any other sufficient 
reason. Such aid shall be so deter- 
mined by them at any time, if the 
School ceases in their opinion to be an 
efficient Elementary School. 

IX. Save so far as they are incon- 
sistent with these Regulations, all 
Rules of the Commissioners relating 
to ordinary National Schools shall be 
applicable to Schools recognised under 
these Regulations. 

X. A list of Schools approved and 
aided by the Commissioners under 
these Regulations shall be laid by 
them before both Houses of Parlia- 
ment at the first sitting of Parliament 
in each calendar year. 


(signed) J. M. 
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Containing such of the existing Rules of the Commissioners as are referred 
to in New Rule IV., as amended by the Chief Secretary, and thereby directed 
not to apply to Schools which shall be recognised under the Amended New 
Rules. 

66. No aid will be granted to a School held in a place of worship ; nor will 
the Commissioners sanction the transfer of an existing School to a place of 
worship even fcr a temporary period. 

67- When a School-room is in any way connected with a place of worship, 
there must not be any direct internal communication between the School-room 
and such place of worship. 

71. The Commissioners will not sanction any inscription containing a title of 
a denominational character , or which may appear to them to indicate that, the 
School is one belonging to any particular religious body ; but the terms Boys’, 
Girls’, or Infants', with the proper local designation taken from the city, town, 
parish, street, village, or townland, in which the School is established, or the 
name of the founder, may he included in the inscription. 

7 2. No emblems or symbols of a denominational nature shall be exhibited in 
the School-room during the hours of united instruction ; nor will the Com- 
missioners in future grant aid to any School which exhibits on the exterior of 
the buildings any such emblems. 

75. Opportunities are to be afforded (as hereinafter provided) to the children 
of all National Schools for receiving such religious instruction as their parents 
or guardians approve of. 

77- («•) A public notification of the times for religious instruction must be 
inserted in large letters in the “Time Table” supplied by the Commissioners, 
who recommend ( h .) that, as far as may be practicable, the general nature of 
such religious instruction be also stated therein ; (c.) and such notification of 
the time and nature of the religious insiruction is the only one that can be 
exhibited in the School during the time set apart for literary instruction. 

79. Wheu the secular precedes the religious instruction, the Teacher must, 
immediately before the commencement of the latter, announce distinctly to the 
pupils that the hour for religious instruction has arrived, and must put up, and 
keep up, during the period allotted to such religious instruction, and within the 
view of all the pupils, a notification thereof containing the words “ Religious 
Instruction,” printed in large characters, on the form supplied by the Com- 
missioners. Similarly when the School commences with religious instruction, 
the Teacher is to put up and keep up the same notification. 

80. Also, when the secular precedes the religious instruction, in any National 
School, there shall be a sufficient interval between the announcement and the 
commencement of the religious instruction ; and whether the religious or the 
secular instruction shall have precedence in any National School, the books used 
for the instruction first in order shall be laid aside at its termination, in the 
press or other place appropriated for keeping the School-books. 

81. No secular instruction, literary or industrial, shall be carried on in the 
same apartment, during school-hours, simultaneously with religious instruction. 

83. In vested Schools such pastors or other persons as shall be approved of 
by the parents or guardians of the children respectively, shall have access to 
them in the School-room, for the purpose of giving them religions instruction 
there, at times convenient for that purpose — that is, at times so appointed as 
not to interfere unduly with the other arrangements of the School. 

85. (a.) The Patrons and Managers of all National Schools have the right 
to permit the Holy Scriptures (either in the authorized or Douav Version) to be 
read at the time or times set apart for religious instruction ; ( b .) and in all 
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Vested Schools the parents or guardians of the children have the right to require 
the Patrons and Local Managers to afford opportunities for the reading of the 
Holy Scriptures, in the School -room, under proper persons approved of by the 
parents or guardians for that purpose. 

86. The reading of the Scriptures, either in the Protestant Authorized, or in 
the Douay Version — the teaching of Catechisms — public prayer — and all other 
religious exercises, come within the rules as to religious instruction. 

8/. (a.) Religious instruction, prayer, or other religious exercises, may take 
place before and after the ordinary School business (during which all children, 
of whatever denomination they may be, are required to attend) ; and may take 
place at one intermediate time between the commencement and the close of the 
ordinary school business. (6.) The Commissioners, however, will not sanction 
any arrangement for religious instruction, prayer, or other religious exercises at 
an intermediate time in cases where it shall appear to them that such arrange- 
ment will interfere with the usefulness of the School by preventing children of 
any religious denomination from availing themselves of its advantages, or bv 
subjecting those in attendance to any inconvenience. 

(c.) With the above exception, the secular School business must not be 
interrupted or suspended by any spiritual exercise whatsoever. 

(d.) The Commissioners earnestly recommend that Religious Instruction 
shall take place either immediately before thecommencementor immediately 
after the close of the ordinary School business ; (e.) and they further 
recommend that, whenever the. Patron or Local Manager thinks fit to have 
religious instruction at an intermediate time, a separate apartment shall 
(when practicable) be provided for the reception of those children who, 
according to these Rules, should not be present thereat. 

91. (a.) The use of the books specified on the Board’s List, whether published 
or sanctioned by the Commissioners, is not compulsory ; but (6.) the titles of all 
other books which the Patrons or Managers of Schools intend for the ordinary 
School business, must be notified to the Commissioners before they are in- 
troduced into the School ; and none are to be used to which they object. ( c .) 
Tbe approval of any such books is to extend only to the particular edition 
which has been submitted to the Commissioners. 

92. If any books other than the Holy Scriptures, or the standard books of the 
church to which the children using them belong, be employed in communicating 
religious instruction, the title of each is to be made known to the Commissioners 
whenever they deem it necessary. 

93. The Commissioners do not insist on the “ Scripture Lessons ” or book of 
“ Sacred Poetry ’’ being read in any of the National Schools, nor do they allow 
them to be read as part of the ordinary School business (during which all 
children, of whatever denomination they may be, are required to attend) in any 
School attended by children whose parents or guardians object to their being 
read by their children. In such cases the Commissioners prohibit the use of 
these books, except at times set apart for the purpose, either before or after 
such ordinary School business, and under the following conditions : — 

First — That no child, whose parent or guardian objects, shall be required, 
directly or indirectly, to be present at such reading. 

Second — That in order that any children, whose parents or guardians 
object, may be at liberty' to absent themselves, or to withdraw, at the time 
set apart for the reading of the books above specified, public notification of 
the time set apart for such reading shall be inserted in large letters in the 
Time-table of the School— that there shall he a sufficient interval between 
the conclusion of such ordinary School business and the commencement ot 
such reading ; and that the Teacher shall, immediately before its commence- 
ment, announce distinctly to the pupils, that any child whose parents or 
guardian so desires may then retire. 

Third — That in every such case there shall be, exclusive of the time set 
apart for such reading, sufficient time devoted each day to the ordinary 
School business, in order that those children who do not join in the reading 
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of those books may enjoy ample means of literary instruction in the School- 
room. 

94. When using the Scripture Lessons, the Teachers are prohibited, except 
at the time set apart for religious instruction, from putting to the children any 
other questions than those appended to the end of each lesson. 

97- The rules as to religious instruction do not apply, except in the way 
hereinbefore stated, to the Scripture Lessons and the Book of Sacred Poetry, or 
to the matter contained in the common School-books, or in any other book, the 
UBe of which the Commissioners may at any time sanction for the purpose of 
united instruction. 

145. The following Practical Rules are to be strictly observed by the Teachers 
of National Schools : — 

I. The Teachers of National Schools are required to keep the following 
Tablets suspended conspicuously in their school-rooms, and to make tliem- 
• selves thoroughly acquainted with their contents : — (a.) The General Lesson, 

the principles contained in which should be inculcated on the minds of ail 
the Pupils at the time of combined ordinary instruction. ( b .) The Com- 
missioners’ Rules and Regulations, (c.) The Practical Rules for Teachers. 
(d.) The National School Programme, (e.) The Price List of School 
Requisites. 

II. To exclude from the school, except at hours set apart for Religious 
Instruction, all Catechisms and Books inculcating peculiar religious 
opinions. 

III. To avoid fairs, markets, and meetings — but above all political 
meetings of every kind ; to abstain from controversy ; and to do nothing 
either in or out of school which might have a tendency to confine it to any 
denomination of children. 
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